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“Our followers are of three kinds, one who follows us but depends on others, one who is like a glass involved in his own reflections, but the best are those who are like gold, the more they suffer the more they shine.”
Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (AS)
Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (AS)
There are heroes, there are superheroes, and then there are the Infallibles. The Infallibles have presented modern-day humans with the opportunity to follow in their footsteps and be the best Muslims possible, but it is up to us to accept and take advantage of this opportunity and apply their knowledge to our everyday lifestyle. As the days go by, humankind’s need for leaders who are qualified and capable to solve major global issues is ever increasing. The world is just itching for the arrival of our twelfth imam, Imam Mahdi, but until then there has to be a role model who all Muslims should strive to be like, and that imam is Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (AS). Indisputably, one of the world’s most urgent issues which are impacting life today is the immense lack of knowledge throughout the world which contributes to the founding of many false accusations such as the relation between terrorism and Islam. This despicable lack of knowledge also contributes to a lack of love for one another, lack of a righteous and unbiased democracy, and lastly a lack of human rights. There are countless other global problems throughout the world which will not be addressed in this essay such as poverty and discrimination but that doesn’t mean that they aren’t important and shouldn’t be dealt with. These issues that I have pinpointed as the topics of my essay are of high-importance to me because they obstruct and constrict numerous Muslims from being able to perform at their full potential.

Countless positive actions will be able to erupt and shape this Earth if Muslims were able to perform certain actions which are stealthily being concealed from them more and more as time passes by. One position which could fall under this category would be running for President. It is almost certain that a Muslim running for President these days would be booted out of the elections immediately upon arrival. Why? Because of the mentality which is shared by countless amounts of people all over the world. The mentality which leads certain individuals to believe that Islam is just another name for terrorism. Who or what do we have to thank for this misconception stereotype, none other then our own mass media. This example depicts another massive problem with our world today. If people were to do their own research about Islam instead of believe everything that the media tells them then maybe people will discover what Islam is truly all about, and once they do they will suddenly feel a new love towards their brothers. This world would be a far greater place if people actually understood what was happening to their fellow Brothers and Sisters all over the world. If the citizens of the United States of America knew the truth about what was happening in Iraq, many innocent lives could be spared and in the process a far better democracy could be created and human rights would be restored. An example of the lack of human rights would be a Muslim woman deprived of the privilege to wear her scarf. Parts of Europe, such as France, are restricting Muslim girls from wearing their scarves in schools. It is strictly required to take off your hijab, scarf which Muslim woman wear, or any other religious symbols before entering schools. This is an outrage as it defies a human’s natural right, the ability to practice your religion freely and properly. As for the accusation of terrorism, how do people get terrorism out of a religion that’s called Islam which means “total submission to god, Allah?” One could argue that there are some fanatics who call them selves Muslims but there are some Christian fanatics as well. Anyone remember Timothy McVeigh? Parked a truck outside a building in Oklahoma and it detonated killing 168 people, including 19 children; injured more than 500. This happened in April 19, 1995 which wasn’t that long ago, and yet people seem to ignore it as if it isn’t as terrible as Saddam Hussein or Osama Bin Laden. Neither of these men are even Muslim and yet they are conveyed as the true followers of the true Islam. Yes, they may call themselves Muslims but their actions sure don’t prove it. Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (AS) once said, “One who disobeys Allah has no knowledge of him.” There are various laws, regulations, and ideas that need to be changed and there is a way, but it is up to us Muslims to stand tall, stand strong, and stand out among the rest and show them our true potential.
The Fifth Imam and Seventh Infallible, Muhammad Al-Baqir was born on the first of the month of Rajab, fifty seventh Hijrah, in the city of Madina. He was named after his grandfather due to the great resemblance he shared with him. The Fifth Imam was most popularly known as al-Baqir, which is short for baqir al ‘ilm, meaning “one who splits knowledge open”; this signifies his unsurpassable erudition in bringing knowledge to light, a function that he definitely did execute. His father was Hazrat Sajjad (AS) and mother Fatimah who was one of the daughters of the erudite and highly revered Imam Hassan (AS). He was the first Imam (AS) whose lineage ascended and reached the Prophet (PBUH) both from the paternal and maternal sides. His life history can be divided mainly into two different sections. “First, the period before he received his Imamate which was nearly thirty five years and was the most peaceful part of his life. Second, was the period of Imamate, which stretched, up to twenty years and is counted as the duration of the propagation and dissemination of Islamic knowledge and wisdom” (ezsoftech). Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (AS) proves to be the prominent and preeminent example of what every Muslim and Non-Muslim should be when it comes to knowledge. Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (AS) was one of the, if not the most educated Muslim of his time. Not only did he play a pivotal role in the history of early Islam as an authority over the exegesis of the Quran, but also on the several Traditions of the Prophet (Hadith), and on all matters relating to the rites, rituals, and practices of the holy faith. Astonishingly both Sunni and Shiite sources describe Imam al-Baqir as an eminent scholar. He is considerably well-known amid the early fuqaha (jurists). His traditions emerge various times in major works of hadith, and he is a revered authority for al-Tabari’s historical and exegetical works. Marvelously Imam Al-Baqir (AS) is even quoted in Sufi circles. In Shiite tradition (both Ithna‘ashari and Ismaili), Imam al-Baqir (AS) is perceived as the primary inaugurator of the lawful and religious teachings which were further developed under his son and successor, Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq. Zaydi tradition, too, relied heavily on Imam al-Baqir through his disciple, Abu’l-Jarrud. Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir would have solved each and every one of the problems I mentioned earlier by becoming interactive in productive events such as debates and discussions. These events could have unbelievable positive outcomes if one is experienced and educated throughout every aspect dealing with his/her religion, and certainly Imam Al-Baqir (AS) was. This just goes to show you that knowledge is truly power.
There are many destructive consequences which may occur if these issues are not addressed immediately if not sooner. Muslims will soon become embarrassed to practice their holy religion in front of others due to the hateful comments which are being continuously pelted at them. As a practicing and devoted Muslim student I know how others feel when all of their friends are doing something and I am not allowed to do, such as eat pork. This will lead to a slow and painful breakdown to the Islamic religion. One is able to see this event taking place all over the world today. Much if not all of blame falls upon the Muslims themselves. We as Muslims have a duty to protect and nourish our religion as if it were a child. The more we nourish and protect our holy religion, the more it ends up protecting and nourishing us. If we find along the way to becoming a better Muslim that we have done something sinful then ask for forgiveness. Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (AS) once said, “Remember your previous sins with severe repentance and more seeking forgiveness.” We keep helping our religion grow by practicing our religion correctly and it slowly develops until it is known all over the world for what it truly is not what others make it seem to be.
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