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Oh Ahmed, had it not been for you I would not have created the universe, and had it not been for Ali I would not have created you, and had it not been for Fatimah I would not have created both of you.

Holy Narration
 (Al-Mizan Website)
Such a woman was Lady Fatimah (as) that had it not been for her, the two nearest beings to Allah (swt) from amongst all of His creation would not have been created.  This woman reached the highest of levels in Allah’s regard in only 18 years of life, acquiring the title “Lady of All Women of the Worlds”
.  Lady Fatimah was born and raised in the best of households, the household of Allah’s messenger Muhammad (pbuh&hf) and Lady Khadija (as).  It is narrated that the Prophet Muhammad once said to Lady Fatimah, “Oh Fatimah, he who prays upon you, Allah grants him forgiveness and makes him my companion in Heaven” (14 Masoms Website).  Through Lady Fatimah, an Islamic role model was set, beginning with her blessed birth, continuing with her sacred marriage, and ending with her sorrowful martyrdom.  She is a role model for all Muslims, men and women, to look up to and follow until the Day of Judgment.  Through the observation of her behavior and characteristics, many of the social problems that pertain to today’s society can be resolved.

One of the major social problems, also the root of other social problems that the Muslim world is facing today, is with Muslims not knowing what characteristics to seek in a wife or a husband.  The result is that many Muslims assume that in order for a healthy and beneficial relationship to occur, money and materialism are essential.  Thus, when a Muslim man wants to get married and proposes to a woman, rather than looking at his characteristics, she looks at his wealth.  If that man is in a poor economic condition, then she might not accept him, many times causing such a man to emigrate from that Muslim country to a Western country in order to improve his economic condition.  On the other hand, if that man is wealthy, then she might accept him on that basis, not considering whether or not he has good characteristics.  A marriage based on money may lead to the incorrect upbringing of children, making them more likely to be non-religious.  Through an in-depth study of Lady Fatimah’s marriage, this social phenomenon can be corrected.

Lady Fatimah grew up in a household of virtue and righteousness, where Allah’s greatest prophet was her father and Lady Khadija was her mother.  Following her mother and Abu Talib’s deaths, Prophet Muhammad moved to Medina with his early supporters.  In Medina, Lady Fatimah grew and by the time she reached the age of nine, she had become a fully-grown and mature young woman.  She was greatly known for her excelling traits, cleverness, grace, elegance, honor, knowledge and great conduct.  As a result, many followers of the Prophet asked for her hand in marriage. The Prophet answered them saying, “Her affair is left to her Lord; whenever He wills, she will marry.” (Ordoni)
One day, Saad Ibn Maadh approached Imam Ali and asked him, “What prevents you from asking to marry Fatimah from your cousin?”  Imam Ali wanted to marry Fatimah, however, there were two main reasons as to why he had not yet asked for her hand from the Prophet.  First, he was too shy to ask for such a thing from the Prophet, fearing that Prophet Muhammad might not accept.  Second, Imam Ali had a poor economic condition; he only owned three valuable things, a sword, shield, and camel.  As for his job, he was paid for his work daily, not with money, but a small amount of food, usually a small number of dates.  Imam Ali decided to surpass these obstacles and approached Prophet Muhammad and asked for Fatimah’s hand in marriage.  Prophet Muhammad told him that he must take Fatimah’s consent.  Thus, leaving Imam Ali awaiting an answer, the Prophet went to his daughter and said, “Fatimah, you know Ali Ibn Abu Talib's relationship to us, his devotion and faithfulness to Islam.  I asked Allah to give you in marriage to the best of His creatures, and the most beloved to Him; and he [Ali] has declared his wish to marry you; what do you say?”  Lady Fatimah kept silent, and showed no sign of rejection.  At that point the Prophet joyfully exclaimed, “Allah is the Greatest!  Her silence is her approval.”  Prophet Muhammad then went to Imam Ali and informed him of her acceptance. (Ordoni)
After the acceptance, Prophet Muhammad then asked Imam Ali, “Do you possess anything [which you can pay for the dowry] to marry Fatimah?”  Imam Ali then answered the question saying, “May my parents be your sacrifice.  By Allah, there is not a thing of my affairs hidden from you; I own my sword, a shield and the camel which I use for irrigation.”  Prophet Muhammad listened then wisely said, “Ali you cannot do without your sword, for you have to struggle with it and defend yourself against the enemies of Allah.  As for your camel you need it to irrigate palm trees and support your family, and you need it as a means of travel.  [However], I accept the shield as a dowry from you; thus, sell it and bring me the money.” (Ordoni)
Imam Ali followed the Prophet’s words and sold the shield for 500 dirhams, which became the dowry of Lady Fatimah.  When she found out about her dowry, she said to her father, “Oh Messenger of Allah, lay girls take money for dowries; what is the difference between me and them [if my dowry was to be money too]?  I kindly ask you to give it back and supplicate to Allah, the Exalted, to make my dowry the right to intercede for the sinners among the Muslims [on the Day of Resurrection].”  At that point, Gabriel descended to the Prophet with a label written on it, “Allah ordained Fatimah Zahra's dowry to be the ability to intercede for the sinners among the Muslims.”  On the Day of Judgment, when Lady Fatimah crosses the Straight Path, she will ask Allah for her dowry and Allah will grant it to her. (Ordoni)
By learning from the events that took place during Lady Fatimah’s holy marriage, the social problems relating to marriage that were mentioned can be resolved.  When we look at Lady Fatimah’s marriage, we see that her aim was holy; her aim was a man with excelling characteristics regardless of his wealth.  Firstly, the characteristics that a good marriage partner should have can be seen in the dialogue between the Prophet and Lady Fatimah.  The Prophet mentions two important characteristics, “devotion and faithfulness to Islam.”  A person with these two characteristics would cause him to become knowledgeable, caring, and thoughtful about his religion, thus more knowledgeable about his responsibilities as a faithful husband and father.  Such qualities do not just apply to men, but to women as well, because a devote and faithful woman will also become a faithful wife and mother.  Secondly, as narrated, Imam Ali came to Lady Fatimah with a dowry of 500 dirhams, which is worth approximately 3,000 to 5,000 dollars.  Clearly, this is a small worldly dowry for such a great lady, however, she still wanted it returned and asked Allah for a nobler and invaluable dowry, a dowry that only Allah can provide for her and He has promised that He will.  This is a dowry that all women should aim for, or a dowry of such great value such as being able to pass over the Straight Path quickly and enter the highest levels of Heaven.  Aiming for such a dowry will cause an increase in piety, thus causing a more correct way of upbringing the children, where they would be raised to be very pious.  If the whole society improves in this manner, then there would be no more criminal and illegal acts because abiding by the law of one’s country and homeland is part of Islamic teaching.
After discussing the social problem and Lady Fatimah’s stand on it, the question of how to fix this problem arises.  In current day’s societies, the average person spends many hours per day watching television, browsing on the internet, and reading books.  Through making Islamic television programs, the community can become more knowledgeable and aware of what characteristics to develop and look for in order to create a successful marriage and raise children in a healthy manner.  Through the internet, books and pamphlets can be placed on popular Islamic websites.  Also, Muslims of the new generations in the US and UK should become more active in the writing of books and pamphlets.  Many writers who have written or translated books have not grown up in the US or UK, thus their English is not very strong.  These books and pamphlets are many times not translated properly and cause confusion and difficulty in reading.  As a result, Muslims of the new generations that have strong English should work with translators and edit their books in order to make the writing clearer and easier to read.  The Prophet strengthens the idea of the responsibility of spreading needed knowledge to Muslim communities when he says, “Someone who possesses knowledge on a subject but conceals it when he is asked will be bridled with reins of fire.”  Thus, if a Muslim possesses knowledge that could help another Muslim who is in great need of that knowledge, he has committed a greater sin and will be accountable for it. (Imani)
Through the study of Lady Fatimah’s life, many lessons can be learnt that will help in the solving of modern day social problems.  In the problems regarding marriage, Lady Fatimah’s decline to accept some Muslims and her accepting for Imam Ali teaches a lesson; the lesson of what to look for in a partner for marriage.  This lesson must be taught and integrated into current day lectures, books, and Muslim television programs.  Through this, a new and unique Muslim generation can be formed that will be ready to dedicate their lives for Imam Mahdi (as) and for the Islamic Empire.
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