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In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the universe and blessings and peace be on the master of the prophets and messengers, Prophet Muhammad (SAW), and on his pure Progeny and his excellent companions. From Him we come and to Him we shall return.

The first chapter of the Holy Quran, Surat-al Fatiha is unique from the rest of the divine book.  While the rest of the Quran is from the perspective of Allah, this chapter is written in the perspective of Allah’s servants, and teaches them how to properly address Him.  The sixth verse of this chapter says: “Show us the straight way [sirat al mustaqim]”. This straight path can only be attained by following the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (SAW), as written in the Holy Quran and acted upon by his Progeny, the Honorable Ahlul Bayt, who are the living Qurans. Therefore the only path to gain Allah’s pleasure and receive salvation is to obey and sincerely follow the Prophet and his Progeny.

Surely, this great path to success, success both in this world and the next, is not limited to a certain time period and is still available to us, even though we live centuries after the life of the distinguished Prophet. Indeed all of the terrible problems that plague humanity today can be resolved using the model of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and his Ahlul Bayt. By examining the lives, attributes, characteristics, and behaviors of these majestic leaders, each and every issue in our lives, whether on a personal or global level can be resolved.


However, before trying to tackle all of the dilemmas that face humanity, we must fix our own lives. The first step to changing the world is changing ourselves. A journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step.  Without practicing what we preach, any attempt of reforming the world’s ills is little more than self mockery. However once we have studied the lives of these great leaders, and applied them to our own lives, it becomes possible for us to change the world and solve some of mankind’s most challenging problems. I believe that analyzing and following the life of Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS), the sixth divine light of Imamate, is of immense value to the Islamic Community, considering the unique problems that humanity, especially the Muslim Ummah face in this day and age.
A distinctive quality that separates modern times from the rest of human history is that the world is becoming connected together and is rapidly turning into an increasingly interwoven global village. With technologies such as satellite television and the internet becoming available in every corner of the planet, a villager in Brazil can easily interact with an engineer in Sweden, a doctor in China, or a religious scholar in Bahrain, a thought which would have been unheard of only a few decades ago. The “age of communications” has led to a deep and dynamic interaction of various ideologies and philosophies among the different peoples of the world.  Communities that never would have had the opportunity to hear the divine message of Islam and come in contact with traditional Islamic thought now are able to deeply research about Islamic philosophy.  Similarly, the Islamic Community has become introduced to many new schools of thought that it never had before. 
 This deep cultural interaction has many consequences, both positive and negative.  A good consequence is that Islam can be propagated in places that previously were not available, in a most effective fashion.  However this interaction has also led to the rise of suspicion and unbelief in the Muslim Community, in which certain groups are embracing deviant views that are not in line with true Islamic teachings. Furthermore the Islamic World is faced with a cultural invasion, in which alien practices, which often are based on very unIslamic teachings, are contaminating the lives of many naïve Muslims.  The most conspicuous example of such an ideological battle taking place is in the field of the relationships between the genders.  Both Islam and Western ideologies claim to pursue the equality and males and females.  Yet they contrast on the definition of equality.  Modern Western thought gives both genders equality through giving them both identical roles in society.  As part of woman’s rights, it advocates woman being able to dress in any fashion, even allowing nudity in extreme situations.  However Islam, while giving both genders equal rights, recognizes that there is a clear difference between the man and the woman, both physically and psychologically, and therefore distinguishes separate roles in society for them
.  Furthermore it holds that the Western notion of woman’s rights inevitably leads to woman being belittled into a commercial tool, something that takes away woman’s dignity.  Instead, with the concept of hijab (not only the physical hijab), it elevates woman, by protecting their chastity, and allowing them to be viewed not as an object, but as a human being.  Furthermore, while Islam strictly regulates relationships in society between the two genders through the concept of mahram and namahram, there is no such system in modern Western societies.  This has lead to a situation in which inappropriate relationships outside of marriage have become common. While the Islamic system seeks to eliminate the temptation itself, the Western system leaves it up to the individual to overcome the temptation.  However all humans are capable of error.  The ultimate result is that in the United States, which is considered conservative by Western standards, there is a divorce rate of almost 50%.  The breakdown of the family, the basic unit of society, opens a doorway that leads to many more problems. Some naïve Muslims have been deceived by the Western concept of gender equality, causing them to lead a lifestyle that is unIslamic.  This has unfortunately led to the removal of the hijab by many and the spread of inappropriate relationships in Islamic societies. There is even the outrageous situation of girls not being allowed to wear the hijab at universities in Turkey, an Islamic country.  Little by little, through such examples, Muslims lose their Islamic lifestyle, and eventually become Muslim only in name.
Similarly, the life of Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS) was during a time in which there was a “deep and active interaction between Islamic thought and knowledge and the peoples of other nations
”.  Various works of science, logic, and philosophy were translated from their native languages, usually Greek or Persian, into Arabic.  Muslim scholars broadened their horizons by studying these works.  It was at this time that a new ideological and scientific movement started in the Islamic World, in which Muslims entered a Scientific Renaissance, studying various fields including medicine, astronomy, chemistry, physics, and mathematics.  However this cultural interaction also had its negative points.  Many Muslims adopted deviant beliefs contrary to true Islamic teachings.  These false beliefs were able to spread even more because of the great political instability and general state of anarchy that existed in the Islamic Empire as a result of the civil war that led to the fall of the Umayyad and the rise of the Abbasids.  Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS), in order to resist this cultural invasion and win the ideological war, needed to create a solid Muslim domestic front.  He did this in various ways, including actively engaging in debates with the leaders of various sects, helping his father, Imam Mohammad Baqir (AS), found the Ahlul Bayt University in the Mosque of the Prophet (SAW), teaching thousands of students in it after his father’s martyrdom, and establishing the Jaafari School of Thought.  
In order to resist the cultural invasions of the modern era, Muslims should follow the footsteps of the Imam.  The Muslims that are deceived by foreign beliefs do so because of a lack of belief they have in the Islamic system.  Yet according to Jaafari teachings, all good is from Allah and all evil is from his servant’s shortcomings.  Therefore, the Islamic system, which is as instructed from Allah, is not the problem. Rather, the problem is the misuse of this system, or the misunderstanding of it by the ignorant.  In order to revert the deceived and guide the ignorant, Muslims need to propagate knowledge about the true Islamic path, sirat al mustaqim, show the weaknesses of other ideologies, and put the Islamic system into action on a wide spectrum to show its effectiveness.  The first step in doing this is proper communication.  No one will accept the message of Islam if it is not properly communicated.  Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS), through proper communication, was well known throughout the entire world.  After the 9-11 terrorist attacks, Muslims have been put in the international spotlight.  This can be seen from the fact that in the weeks following 9-11, the Holy Quran became a bestseller throughout America.  People wanted to know what Islam is and what is written in the Quran.  This increased interest in Islam is a good opportunity for Muslims to show their true beliefs, and explain why these beliefs can lead humanity to salvation.  Whether through individual talks, information on the internet, satellite television, or other forms of media, Muslims must take advantage of this historical opportunity.  Another important step is establishing the proper facilities.  Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS) was able to establish the Ahlul Bayt University in Medina, where his hard and organized work was able to give fruit to scholars like Jabar ibn Hayyan, also known as Geber, the alchemist who is known as “the father of chemistry”. Any efforts that Muslims make today must also be made with proper planning and sufficient facilities.  If Islam is represented weakly, there will be more damage done than benefits.  The greatest effort must also be made so that the Islam propagated is the true Islam, and has not been contaminated by false foreign beliefs.  Finally, the principle method that the Imam used to confront the cultural and ideological invasion was scholarly debate.  A famous proverb says that “the pen is mightier than the sword”.  Rather than resorting to violence and intimidation to spread Islam, Muslims should use intellectual methods.  Forcing people to blindly follow the Islamic way of life is wrong.  Rather, by informing the people about the merits of the Islamic lifestyle, the will follow it much more sincerely, with their free will.  Knowledge is the most powerful tool that can be used to spread Islam. The first revelation given to Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was a command to read.  Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS) explains that “Enough for the fear of Allah is knowledge and enough for self-importance is ignorance”.
As a result of the rapid changes that society faces today, many new political, economics, and social questions have surfaced that did not exist during the lifetime of Prophet Muhammad (SAW).  These questions must be answered according to Islamic laws.  Some unworthy people, from their ignorance, have created new, deviant views and schools of thought in an attempt to answer these questions.  Similarly, because of the scientific and cultural developments at the time of the Imam, many new questions emerged that needed to be properly dealt with.  Imam Sadiq’s (AS) Jaafari school of thought solves these questions through the concept of Ijetehad, the use of reason to interpret Islamic Laws.  The Jaafari school of thought created the modern Marja’e Taqlid System.  Through this system, Islam is preserved, no mater how much the times change, because of use of Ijetehad to account of new problems. In this way, Islam is never outdated, but rather always up to date with the times. 
The best path through life and the only path to salvation can be found in the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and his Progeny.  Only from the grace of Allah and by following their paths can we be guided to, and remain on the Sirat al Mustaqim.  By propagating the true Islamic Tradition, as taught by Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and his Ahlul Bayt, we can successfully resist the cultural invasion that plagues the Islamic World today.  This cultural invasion is especially strong against the Muslims living in non Islamic societies.  Yet by spreading knowledge and practicing what we preach, we can be effective in the spread of Islam, the remedy to all evils, across the world.
“The message of the true Islam of Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAW) can be sought in the blood of Imam Hussain (AS) and its explanation and description in the teachings of Imam Jafar as Sadiq (AS).

Jaafari Islam is the same one, on the way of which Imam Ali (AS) fought Holy War [Jihad] and Imam Hassan (AS) made truce and Imam Hussain (AS) gave his blood (life).  Imam Sajjad (AS) put on the dress of prisoner ship and Bibi Zaynab (SA) became the messenger of the blood of martyrs. Holy Prophet Muhammad’s (SAW) daughter Hazrat Fatima Zahra (AS) raised her voice in the mosque of her father over the cruelties and tyranny, which were committed on her
”.  By spreading the message of this true Islam, we can prepare the world for the revolution of the long awaited savior, Saheb al Asr wa Zaman, Imam Mahdi (AJ).
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� While the Western system of gender equality is wrong, it is also wrong to oppress woman, a practice unfortunately followed in many so called Islamic societies.  A truly Islamic community gives woman equal rights, yet does not claim their role is identical to that of men.
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