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In the name of God, the most gracious, the most merciful
Imam Hassan al-Askarias was like the sun that shines up high in the sky piercing its way through the dark clouds of difficulties and challenges; enlightening the earth with awareness and knowledge, so we may be able to recognize the right path to follow.  The light of his knowledge is so bright you may think none of us would miss it.  Unfortunately, some hardly even notice it. As the Holy Qur’an states, “most certainly have We destined for hell many of the jinn and humankind, who have hearts, with which they fail to grasp the truth, and eyes with which they fail to see, and ears with which they fail to hear.  They are as the cattle nay; they are even less conscious of the right way! These are the neglectful” (Holy Qur’an, 7:179). 
Imam Hassan al-Askarias has seen the reality of life through the most open horizons and glows like a golden beam to light the path for Muslims.  During his short life on earth, no matter how hard his situation was, he did not let any excuses get in his way.  Even when he spent most of his short life of 28 years in dungeon cells and a secure military post, he taught and practiced God’s orders and spread the message about the reality of life and did not let anyone or anything stop him.
One question we may all ask ourselves is why Imam Hassan al-Askarias, the eleventh Imam, lived such a short life and for that matter, why his father as well as his grandfather, the ninth and tenth Imams were also martyred at young ages. We may wonder where their followers were to defend them.  When we search the history, we sadly find that most people at their time were either living under fear of the tyranny of the Caliphs or they were corrupted and became accustomed to enjoying life without any purpose. Therefore, our Imams were martyred without any obstacles or shame.  This is also one of the reasons that Allahswt decided to send Imam Mahdiaj to occultation when he was only five years old and he will remain absent from the eyes of humans until people are awakened and ready for his Imamat. Therefore, it is our responsibility to come together and get ready for the reappearance of Imam Mahdiaj  and not follow society’s bad examples in order to stay on the right path. The path that Imam Hassan al-Askarias  and the rest of the Ahlul Baytas lit for us.
It is not enough to read the story of the life of Imam Hassan al-Askarias.  We need to know the lessons taught by the great characteristics of this holy Imam and the rest of the Ahlul Baytas.  We must also learn to apply these lessons to our daily lives to improve not only our living standards to become better Muslims, but to help humanity to overcome their challenges and struggles.  No matter what time period we live in, the eleventh Imam taught a deep and important message that spans all ages and is still relative today.
Imam Hassan al-Askarias  lived a hard life ever since he was very young, when his father, Imam Ali an-Naghias, had to leave for Samarra in Iraq to be put under house arrest.  In fact, the name Askari is derived from “askar” meaning guard or soldier and also used as “war camp”, which was what Samarra was at the time.   Imam Ali an-Naghias  was imprisoned most of his days in Samarra and only had the chance to talk to Imam Hassanas  during his partial time of freedom.  Yet he learned what he was supposed to learn from the teachings of his father.  From then on, Imam Hassan al-Askarias  lived the rest of his life in Samarra up until his martyrdom, when he was only 28 years old.  He lived a struggled life and never had a restful existence.  Four months before his martyrdom in 868 A.D., his father declared that Imam Hassanas  be his successor.  At the time, Imam Hassanas  was 22 years old.
In the beginning of Imam Hassan’s as Imamat, al-Mutassam al-Abbassi was the Abbasid Caliph. Al-Mutassam was later succeeded by al-Muhtadi and al-Mutamad.  All the Caliphs of the time were in fear that Imam Hassanas would have a son that would succeed him, since the Prophetpbuh had said that he would be succeeded by twelve successors.  They all agreed that Imam Hassan al-Askarias should be kept under house arrest with limited freedom.  The Caliphs thought that doing so would keep him from conveying the message of Islam. However, the Caliphs were completely wrong, because the great Imam would not let anything get in his way of spreading the message of Allahswt. 
Imam Hassan al-Askarias  had a great number of traits, including patience and kindness.  He was kind to everyone, even the servants of the Caliph and without his patience and kindness, we may not have had Islam as we know it.  Since Imam Hassan al-Askarias was under house arrest for most of his life, one would not expect much knowledge to be gained from him.  Yet the Imam would tend to the needs of the people, answer their questions and teach the Holy Qur’an even if it was with much difficulty.  The knowledge, virtues, and patience of the Imam even got one of al-Muttazz’s own servants to believe in his Imamat.
If people of our generation were in Imam Hassan al-Askari’sas  situation, they might have given up on Imamat and maybe even given up on Islam in order to just fit into the popular crowd or to escape from hardship.  On the surface it may seem that they are the ones who would succeed in life, because they are living a comfortable life.  However, knowing that Allahswt says in the Holy Qur’an that He placed into us from His spirit, we need to realize that we are more than just a body to enjoy this life and then die and that is the end of it.  We need to recognize that we have a higher purpose to reach.  In order to achieve that, we must work hard and expect to be tested.  This is similar to going to school; in order to go to a higher level, there is always homework and exams that must be taken.  To reach the next level in life, we also need to work on our challenges and successfully pass the tests that were designed by Allahswt.  This is the reason Imam Hassan al-Askarias did not give up, he knew that if he did well on his tasks in this world, he would be rewarded greatly in the hereafter.  He knew that his struggle would be worth it and that if he gave up, it would be a loss to all mankind.  We must also have the vision that for every spiritual level we gain, there will still be higher levels to reach.  Therefore, we must always strive for the highest and never give up or we may end up losing it all.
Another way to follow in the footsteps of Imam Hassan al-Askarias is to know that it does not take many people to build a strong campaign to change the world for the better.  Societies may believe that the majority rules and that following the majority will bring them prosperity.  They believe that if so many people do something, it cannot be wrong.  The effect is that more and more people fall onto the wrong path and in a way recruit others to do the same.  This is why we need to turn to the teachings of the Ahlul-Baytas, they clearly defined that it is important to do the right thing even if it means going against the majority.  For example, how did Imam Hossainas  battle all of Yazid’s men with only 72 companions, and we clearly see today that he came out victorious.   How did he convey the true message of Islam with just himself and a few followers?   How will Imam Mahdiaj   conquer the world with only 313 true companions?  How do we, Shi’a Muslims, still stand strong when we are outnumbered by others?  If we begin to think differently, we will realize that we do not need to have large numbers to be successful, and history has proven that.  Therefore, we should not give up, thinking that if we are the minority, we cannot make a difference.  Imam Hassan al-Askarias  knew that his only chance to preserve the true Islam was by spreading his knowledge from whatever  circumstance he was in.  He took every opportunity he got and he did not give in to excuses, so he became successful in carrying on the banner of Islam.  These are the lessons we must learn from the Ahlul Baytas.
In summary, Imam Hassan al-Askarias was a great man, with a great number of virtues.  He was the golden glow that lit the way to guidance.  From him we learn that we must struggle our hardest and do as well as possible to succeed in life and to never give up, regardless of how harsh the circumstances are.  We must follow the path he lit for us and try to brighten the glow of Imam Hassanas  for others to follow, because the way of the Ahlul Bayt as is the fastest road to the path of righteousness.  Like other Imams, Imam Hassan al-Askarias  is a great role model who shared his knowledge and taught humanity to never give up, even if put under siege, in order to succeed both in this life and the next. He died with faith in his heart, and to reward him and keep his light shining for as long as the world exists, Allahswt  bestowed upon him a son that will rise to save humanity and bring peace and justice on earth. Therefore, we must strive to make our society worthy of having the Imam’s son, Imam Zamanaj, and be among his companions, insha’Allah.  
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