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A Shimmering Light

A smoky mist loomed in the air enveloping all things, hindering the view of the valley below and the adjoining hills. A steady breeze suddenly arose from the brow of the slope, and so the fog gradually dissipated in wreaths, and hence floated over the scene. The landscape slowly crept into view, piece by piece, like a vanishing mirage. Then, as if by the hand of magic, the entirety of the valley and everything in it became brilliantly visible. The setting sun, in its monstrosity of color, glowed with all its majesty and luster, reflecting on all that it touched; and so everything glimmered under the afternoon dew. Luminosity more splendid than this has only shone once before.  
It shone for a much venerated man on the day of his birth. Such luminosity shone for a man so bold, who when he unsheathed his sword on the battleground, the most ferocious of worriers trembled in fright. A man, who no tyrant, nor aggressor met with him and wasn’t stripped of all his might. A man who whoever stood under his banner never faced defeat; so much that the minds of the people fell in wonder over his immaculate guidance; so much that the angels in the heavens were astonished at his conquests. This man is the chief of Muslims, he is the guiding light of the believers, he is the king of all prostrators, and he is the cognizant. He is the glimmer in the tears of those who cry in the way of Allah, he is the ferocious lion of Allah; he is the lion of Muhammad, the prophet of the Lord of the Worlds. He is the epitome of eloquence, a character so extraordinary that if every drop of water in the ocean were to be transformed into ink, it still wouldn’t be enough to write his grandeur. Who is he? He is Imam Ali (as). Ali is the sun, the moon is Ali, the wind is Ali, the cliffs are Ali, the trees are Ali, the fruits are Ali, the eyes are Ali, the hands are Ali, the master of all wars is Ali, and all praise is Ali. Everything is Ali, and they were all made for Ali. The Mahdi is from Ali, and by Ali, Gabriel was commanded by Allah to thunder aloud throughout the heavens and the earth: La Sayfa illa Thul Fikar, La Fata Illa Ali! 
	By the words of Yasin, it is known that he, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh&hf) and Ali (as) were created from one light four thousand years before the creation of Adam. When Allah created Adam, He deposited light into Adam’s joins. They remained as one light until they were separated in Abdu’l Muttalib’s joins. Then Muhammad was endowed with Prophethood and Ali with Caliphate. Imam Ali Amir-ul-Mu’mineen (as) is a divinely appointed leader. He is the epitome of perfection in mankind so much that the Prophet (pbuh&hf) said: “He who wants to see Adam (as) in his knowledge, Noah (as) in his determination, Moses (as) in his intelligence, Abraham (as) in his clemency, and Jesus (as) in his religious devotion should look at Ali Ibn Abi Talib (as).” Hence, Muslims shall look to Imam Ali (as); they shall look towards his many virtues of eloquence, his virtues of intelligence and generosity; his character of patience and strength, and most of all, Muslims shall look to the perfection of his worship, to his unwavering faith. But surely, such virtues cannot be fully expressed without eloquence, a well known characteristic of Imam Ali (as). 
	Imam Ali (as) was famous for his mastery in literature and language. It is impossible to comprehend or come near the superiority of his fluency and genius. Amir-ul-Mu’mineen was the author of the lengthiest and most moving of poetry, philosophical essays, and sermons, many of which were written in palindrome: they could be read the same backwards and forward. Not only so, but he wrote in Arabic. The Arabic language is the richest of languages, consisting of twenty-eight alphabetical letters, each of which can be written with eight different accents. Thus, writing in Arabic is similar to writing in a language consisting of over two hundred letters. Imam Ali’s literary opulence was so grand that his articulation and expression were a form of perfection beyond imagination.  
Imam Ali (as) not only harbored literary genius, but he also held the most complex of mathematical and scientific knowledge. Fourteen hundred years ago, the Imam praised the creation of Allah. He said: “Man is a wonderful creature; he sees through the layers of fat (eyes), hears through a bone, and speaks through a lump of flesh (tongue).” (Nahjul Balagha saying #7)  Modern science has only recently, within the last centuries, discovered that the eyes are layers of fat, or that the bones in the ears are what allow humans to hear. Imam Ali's knowledge was so complete, that no matter how often the caliphs and disbelievers attempted to humiliate him, it was always in vain. The Imam would always be able to deliver a perfect response; one that always left the challenger quieted and stunned, and no doubtably elevated him in honor. His immense amount of knowledge was capable of solving the largest problems, it allowed him to guide without conflict and difficulty, and most of all, it demanded respect. Imam Ali (as) once said: “Knowledge is power and it can command obedience. A man of knowledge during his lifetime can make people obey and follow him, and he is praised and venerated after his death. Remember that knowledge is a ruler and wealth is its subject.”  
In today’s world, the Muslim nation lacks power, let alone prestige and honor, whereas the Jewish nation carries a tremendous amount of influence throughout the world. How does such a phenomena happen when the world Jewish population is merely fourteen million people, whereas the world Muslim population is one and half billion people? A population of 1.5 billion people means that every fifth human being is a Muslim. One and a half billion means that for every single Hindu and every single Buddhist there are two Muslims. One and a half billion means that for every single Jew there are one hundred and seven Muslims. So why is it that Muslims are left behind? A simple look at the movers of current history holds the answer. Who was Albert Einstein? He was a Jew. Who was Sigmund Freud, who was Karl Marx, who was Paul Samuelson, who was Milton Friedman? They were all intellectuals; they were all Jewish intellectuals. Who invented the vaccinating needle, the polio and hepatitis B vaccines, the contraceptive pill? Benjamin Ruben did; Jonas Salk and Baruch Bloomberg did, Aaron Beck did. The Jewish did. Who studied and understood the human eye, the eye that Imam Ali (as) spoke of fourteen hundred years before? George Wald, a Jewish man, did. Thus, it is of no surprise that in the past one hundred and five years, fourteen million Jews have won one hundred and eighty Nobel prizes, whilst one and a half billion Muslims have won only three. (yasirimran.wordpress.com) 
Why have the Jews forged ahead in the areas of power and command, whilst the Muslims have allowed themselves to fall behind? After all, Islam constantly stresses the importance of knowledge to such an extent that the ink of a scholar’s pen is deemed more worthy than the blood of a martyr. Islam values knowledge and learning to such a degree that those who are studying Islam at the time of mandatory Jihad, are exempt from fighting. If Islam values knowledge so much, then shouldn’t an abundance of scholars, and inventors, universities and institutes, be found throughout the Muslim world? Indeed so, yet in the entire Muslim World, only five hundred universities exist, only one of which is ranked in the top five hundred universities of the world. The Muslim world only spends 0.2% of its total GDP on research and development. In Egypt, there are seventeen book titles per one million people, whereas the United Kingdom boasts two thousand book titles per one million people. (www.arwu.org) Through such evidence, it is obvious that the problem lay in the failure of producing knowledge, of dispersing knowledge, and of applying knowledge. The Islamic nation must follow Imam Ali's saying that “knowledge and wisdom are really the privilege of a faithful Muslim. If you have lost them, get them back, even if you may have to get them from the apostates.” (www.al-islam.org) The Islamic ummah must walk in the grand footsteps of Imam Ali (as), and must adopt the importance he reserved for knowledge. Hence, the Muslims and their nations will flourish under knowledge, because with knowledge, they will be able to resolve their conflicts, to lead and guide the people and each other, and ultimately, they will be respected. Obtaining knowledge is not a simple feat; it requires patience on both a personal and a public level.   
Patience is the ultimate factor that determines success and faith. Imam Ali (as) displayed the highest level of patience after the Prophet’s death (pbuh&hf). For twenty five years the tyrannical and power thirsty Arab leaders denied Imam Ali (as) his divine right to caliphate, and ignored the Imam’s criticism of their unjust leadership. Imam Ali (as) said: “ I left the crown for caliphate and stood aside of it while I pondered whether to stand up lonely or to remain patient in a an environment full of barbarism and outrage. An environment which makes the old weary, the youths old, and the faithful men suffer until the ends of their lives. I saw that patience was nearer to wisdom and intelligence, so I remained patient, but I appeared like a person who had to bear a barb in his eyes, and a bone in his throat. I witnessed the theft of my heritage.” (www.askaralmahdi.com) 
Although the Imam remained patient, he also remained active. Imam Ali Amir-ul Mu’mineen did not retire to his home in despair. Rather, he worked for all the people, the Muslims and non-Muslims alike, he improved the country’s economy and infrastructure, he increased scholarly knowledge and relieved the impoverished of their destitution. For twenty five years he worked and assisted. 
Imam Ali (as) contributed to scholarly knowledge by working on the interpretation of the Qur’an, and transferring his evaluations to faithful students such as Abdullah ibn Abbas. He educated assemblies of pure souls ready to undertake the righteous path of Allah (swt). Because the Jews and the Christians weren’t able to discover anyone as educated in the Old and New Testaments as Imam Ali (as) was, they directed their inquiries at him. Imam Ali (as) answered the questions of scientists from all nations of the world. Even the caliphs of the time approached Ali (as) with their political troubles. Not only so, but Imam Ali (as) put himself forth in serving the people. He spent his days helping the poorest of the poor with their daily chores under a hidden identity. He made wheat into flour for the widowers, established gardens in the city, and dug water canals for the people by day. Whereas by night, after offering his prayers, he set out masked by the darkness to feed the hungry, to clothe the beggars, and to comfort the orphans. He worked to prepare, he worked to strengthen. If Imam Ali (as) had turned away from patience, and had physically demanded justice, the people of that time would have revolted. Thus, Islam as we know it today, may not have existed. His patience was a test of faith. And in the end, Imam Ali (as) did indeed succeed. 
Such patience and endurance is rarely found in the today’s society. Many may argue that Muslims lack power, prestige, and honor because of the belief that they, as a nation, they are restricted, alienated, and blockaded. It is true that some of the most legendary icons and geniuses were Muslims, most of which were incarcerated, kidnapped, or killed. It is absolutely correct that children capable of boundless intelligence face imprisonment and warfare on a daily basis. It is true that Muslim nations face poverty and destitute economies due to some level of blockade. However, no matter how true such arguments may be, it is evident that those who strive and fight for what they crave, will eventually attain success. Take the Palestinians for example. For sixty painstaking years they have been alienated and blockaded. For sixty hungry years they have been starved. For sixty bloodthirsty years they have been massacred. For sixty land-stealing years they have been forced from their homes. Yet, for sixty inspirational years they have attended schools at gunpoint, they have strived for life, they have fought for their homeland alone. And still, after sixty long years, the second most advanced and powerful army on the face of the earth, could not eliminate a population that fights with stones because of the Palestinian’s patience. Imam Ali (as) himself says: “One who adopts patience will never be deprived of success, though it make take a long time to reach it.” (www.al-islam.org) 
In today’s Muslim communities we find that there is plenty of initiative, but a lack of continuity. Often time programs, youth groups,  fundraisers, plans to construct a mosque, etc. are initiated, but not supported and continued. Programs and youth groups that lack a large number of participants tend to vanish away slowly, clearly due to withering patience on account of a belief that the programs and groups will not be successful. Often times run down mosques hold multiple fundraisers to collect money for the rebuilding of the mosque. However, no one takes the responsibility of following through to begin construction, or to end it. Websites are built for Islamic groups, yet eventually, the individual maintaining and updating the site begins to lose interest and patience, and thus the site falls behind. All failure to follow through and achieve success is due to a lack of patience and perseverance. The Islamic nation can rid itself of all barriers by eliminating its mental hindrances. Stepping out of the mentality that certain things are impossible to achieve, will liberate the mind. Hence, when the liberation of mind is paired with patience, results can be expected. Patience and endurance are virtues that yield success and faith. 
The Prince of all believers and of all faithful, is the embodiment of faith himself. No man ever to live expressed such pure faith in Allah (swt) as Imam Ali (as) did. When Prophet Muhammad (pbuh&hf) was ordered to announce to his family "Oh the sons of Abdul Mutalib, God has ordered me to invite you to embrace Islam and to get you introduced to it. Whosoever, having believed in my Prophet hood, promises to help and assist me shall be my brother, deputy and successor and my caliph." Prophet Muhammad repeated this sentence three times, but each time no one responded. Every time the Prophet addressed the crowd, no one answered but Ali (as). Each time he rose again and again to his feet and pledged allegiance to the Prophet (pbuh&hf) and announced his faith. Imam Ali (as) is the one who expressed his complete faith in Allah (swt) when he lay in the bed of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh&hf) the night the polytheists planned to take the Prophet by surprise in his sleep and murder him. Faith is the core of the heart of a believer; hence, it is an attribute every Muslim should strive to have. 
Today’s world is fast paced and filled with an array of stress factors. People are constantly worried about their worldly affairs, and sometimes they are overcome with fear and helplessness. But things are often not what they seem to be. In order to relieve worries, one must have total submission and trust in Allah, they must have faith in Him, because the Protector has a plan for everyone. Surely, Allah’s (swt) plan is the best. It is necessary that every believer has full faith that their Lord will always look after them. Faith in Allah (swt) is Imam Ali laying peacefully without a single flinch, in the bed of the Prophet (pbuh&hf) when the conspirators entered the house ready to kill with their unsheathed swords. It is crucial to have faith in your lord, for with faith, there comes strength and courage, and with strength and courage there comes success. Thus, take risks for Islam without hesitation. Invest in the Islamic nation with a heart completely entrusted with Allah. Be like Ali (as) and stand for justice, and speak the truth, and fight for knowledge. Protect the back of your brothers by extending a caring and helping hand during hard times, and an applauding one during good time. Those who pocket more wealth, do not hide it and save it and allow it to accumulate. Put the wealth to work. Build schools, fund the education of promising students who otherwise cannot afford schooling, build institutions, establish organizations, be a leader, be an inspirer. Do it all with complete faith as Imam Ali (as) did. For without faith, there is no patience nor endurance. Without patience and endurance, there is no progress in the Islamic nation, and thus, no knowledge. Hence, without faith, Islam will begin to resemble a religion of ignoramuses.  
Listen to Imam Ali (as) when he says: “I want to teach you five of those things which deserve your greatest anxiety to acquire them: Have hope only in Allah. Be afraid of nothing but sins. If you do not know a thing never feel ashamed to admit ignorance. If you do not know a thing never hesitate or feel ashamed to learn it. Acquire patience and endurance because their relation with true faith is that of a head to a body, a body is of no use without a head, similarly true faith can be of no use without attributes of resignation, endurance and patience.” (sweetshenu.multiply.com)
Each individual on earth has the ability to lead and to inspire. Surely Allah (swt) has the best plan for every being. Thus, have faith in Allah. Have faith, because such a quality nourishes courage and strength. It eliminates fear and allows those who harbor it to succeed in this world and hereafter. Faith will build the followers in preparation of the emergence of the Mahdi. Faith is strength, it is a power that remains like a thorn in the eye of the tyrants, because no matter how much they massacre, no matter how much they torment and destroy, they cannot eliminate faith. Have the faith of Amir-ul-Mu’minin, and invincibility is yours. Faith is a quality that feeds the light of patience and endurance. The stronger that light burns, the more success there will be. Be patient and endure. Persevere in every aspect of life, be the change you crave, and display patience in witnessing that change; for surely, change comes gradually. Fight with eloquence and fluency to build an Islamic nation fostered on intelligence and intellect, a nation that will be ready to accept the Imam of this day and age, the Mahdi (as). Most importantly grasp knowledge. Find it, obtain it, disperse it, and apply it.  Knowledge is the light that diminishes ignorance. Knowledge is the light of Imam Ali (as). Make the light that shone for Amir-ul-Mu’mineen the light that eliminates darkness and obscurity. Wake up Muslims and strive to live by the magnificent aura of such a vibrant light. For within minutes, the sun that shone with all its luminosity will settle behind the crevice of the hills, and suddenly, the world will be engulfed in silent darkness. All that will remain is the memory of what used to be, the memory of such bright magnificence. A memory of a man who changed the world forever, a man who changed the way humanity will think and act for eternity. Retain his guidance, keep hold of the love of Imam Ali (as). It is only then that darkness will set ablaze in radiance. 
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