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“Four Things aid the human in his work: soundness, not needing, knowledge, and success.” –Imam Muhammad al-Taqi (a.s.)
Al-Taqi

	Can you imagine an eight year boy answering some of the toughest scientific and religious questions? Most or almost all boys that age can’t even clean up their beds yet alone answer challenging questions. This eight year old boy became an Imam at the age of eight. He is the son of Ali al-Ridha (A.S.) His name was Muhammad al Jawad al Taqi (a.s.). The Imam was a very young imam. His imamate started at the age of eight and ended when he was poisoned at the age of twenty five. He was the youngest imam to die. 
	Imam Jawad is known as much as imams like Imam Ali and Imam Hussein (a.s.). But this imam did as many good things as Imam Ali (a.s.). First of all, the imam was quite knowledgeable for his age. He acquired the knowledge of the prophet at a young age. What the imam really liked to do was answer scientific questions instantly. He liked to be on the spot. And he was so good that he made the people asking the questions confused. Their minds couldn’t handle the answer. This divine knowledge the imam had is what helped him succeed his mission at his very young age.
	Youth today are completely different than the youth from fifty years ago. Technology is a big toll on that difference. With computers and iPods’, the youth just don’t seem to focus as much on their education. We need to understand that knowledge is the key to success. Without knowledge, we wouldn’t be able to create a life for ourselves. Being a youth myself, I know it is very difficult to concentrate on many things at once. But it is important for us to put our main focus onto our school and religion because one would not make sense without the other.  And if we think we will fail, we must look at Imam Muhammad al-Taqi (a.s.). At the age of eight, he was able to run an entire religion. Plus he also had the ability to answer some of the most difficult questions given to him. 
	The imam had a custom of being humble to the people he met. The imam, of course, inherited this trait from Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.). Now when he is humble, he would never yell or get angry with the person. He would always talk with a kind and generous voice.  And with that, he would be able to gain the trust and respect of everyone he talked to. It is said one should be humble when they do their salaat because they are standing in front of Allah. But some people only are humble during their salaat, never after.
	A humble person is usually the most respected and loved person. Being humble is a wonderful gift from Allah. People who are given that gift should thank Allah for it. Humility and humbleness would be great charectistics inside the human nature. This is because if everyone had humility, there wouldn’t be wars and fighting. There would be less people suffering. And there would be less poverty. A humble person would make people around him happy. And if everyone was humble, than everyone would be happy. 
	Another big part in the imam’s life was to fulfill the needs of the poor. Whether it would be to give then food and water, or just basic shelter, the imam would try and provide it to all the poor. He would spend most of his effort in helping the poor survive throughout a daily basis. Since the imam believed in equality, he tried to make himself equal with the other poor people living across the city. Some ways were eating what they ate, wearing what they would wear, and sleeping where they would sleep. 
	Poverty is a very big issue in the world. Over the years, the percentage of people impoverished has gone up and up. But it seems like no one is doing anything about it. People are starving, right now, in Africa, India, North Korea, and in our own community. It is not the governments’ job to try and help the impoverished. It is our job! We Muslims should be trying to help out the impoverished in some sort of way. Whether it is by volunteering or financial support. There must have been some reason why the Imams would spend all their time helping the needy. There is probably something about helping the needy that we don’t know. It’s probably something important that the imams would try and do every chance they got. It is our duty, as Muslims, to help others in distress. The Muslim community has become lazy. They want others to do the work for them. It is us who need to get up and help those in distress. If the imams could do it, so can we.
	Imam Muhammad Taqi also tried to maintain the Islamic requisites of equality and simplicity.  The imam tried to spread equality amongst his followers. When Imam Muhammad Taqi was a boy he put sand on his head. His father, Imam Ali al-ridha, asked him why he was doing this. The imam then said that he saw an orphan put sand on his head so he put on his too. The imam believed in equality enormously. And the imam also believed in living simply. He didn’t have the best camel or the best food every night. He didn’t want to wear the best clothes, and he didn’t want to own the best house. He wanted to live simply and dress simply. 
	Since the 1600s, equality between people had absolutely failed. The whole issue of whites and blacks came along. Nobody treated each other with equality. If they had followed Islam, they would know that one of the imam’s morals was equality. Equality is something everybody needs to do. No one should be treated differently because he is poor, or by race, or because he is fat, or even mentally challenged.  Equality also leads to world peace. Because a person wouldn’t treat you differently, and that means that you would have less troubles than you would if someone would treat unequally. Prejudice is a big problem in today’s society. It has to be fixed or else the society will collapse from so much dislike.
	Another key point the imam would stress is simplicity. People today want to have the biggest houses, the best cars, and the best clothes. But they don’t understand that when they die, these materials would not come in handy. To me, living simple is not having anything extra. What I mean by that’s that they don’t have something they don’t need.  Living simple would also help you be humble and knowledgeable because you would have less distractions in your life. With less distractions, you could study more, and become closer to your religion, and detach yourself more easily from this dunya. 
	I have learned more than I thought I would. Because Imam Muhammad Taqi was so young, it is easier for me and the youth to try and learn from the things he did. I learned that knowledge is the key to everything in this universe. I also learned that being humble can help you gain trust and respect form everyone you meet. And finally I learned that Simplicity and equality are vital characteristics every human being needs to have.
	If I am more humble around my family, I will be able to gain more love from them and greater respect from them. And throughout my daily life, I would be able to be happier when I know I got the love and respect from people I care about the most. I try to keep knowledge at the top of my important list. But as I grew older, I began to understand that you have religion without knowledge and you can’t have knowledge without religion. With knowledge I can achieve anything I set my mind to do. When I am more knowledgeable, I will better understand the religion and its important morals. 
	Imam Muhammad al-Taqi emphasizes equality a lot. It is important to treat everyone with equality because we are all humans and we all came from the same place and we will go to the same place. The belief in Equality is a characteristic that is necessary to have when we encounter life and its struggle. Simplicity is another big issue that I can try to achieve. When people are spending and buying all these extra items, they hurt themselves. I don’t want to hurt myself. I need to use the characteristics that I learned from Imam Muhammad Taqi to try and change myself and the others around me. When we research about the Ahlul Bayt, we learn things we have never tried to learn. And I am grateful that Allah has granted us with these wonderful imams. I am thankful that he showed us the right path. May Allah bless Muhammad and his family. And may Allah bless us all.


Oh Allah, send your blessings upon Muhammad and his family.
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