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The First Believer

	Thousands of people gathered for an important announcement by the Prophet of Allah, Muhammad (P.B.U.H.). Many of the Muslims became curious of why they were there. The prophet began with a speech, saying how his time is coming to an end. He then took the hand of the dearest person in his life; it was his brother, his cousin, his son-in-law, that was Ali. He declared that this man, Ali, would be his vicegerent.
Imam Ali had characteristics that were above normal. His style of governing was above normal. One can safely say that Imam Ali is the perfect man. With the way he treated his family to the way he treated a random person living on the street. Imam Ali had everything you need to be perfect. What can we say? He was raised by the prophet and one of the first rose as a Muslim. Imam Ali is as perfect of a man as one can get. And Imam Ali’s life is the best example someone can use in order to be prepared for life’s challenges and the hereafter.
Life today is so fast that we don’t understand that one day it can all end. People are so caught up in the world that they “don’t have time” to prepare for the bigger life. Life after death is kept secret from us only because Allah wants to see what we will do to prepare for it. Now god didn’t just send us on this earth without some sort of guidance.  He sent the prophets, and then the Imams. And the first of those Imams is Ali. But what can we learn from Imam Ali that would benefit us? That answer is very simply everything. 
Imam Ali’s knowledge and wisdom was not ordinary. His education was that of the Prophet’s. But Ali used every bit of knowledge he had so he could please Allah and help others please Allah. When he was little, he used the knowledge he had to assist the prophet. With the education he had, he had to ability to think clearer and to help others. Knowledge was the main reason Imam Ali was perfect. With knowledge, he was able to pray to Allah in a much more sincere way. With knowledge and would be able to help others with their problems. And with knowledge he had the ability to resist the misguidance of Satan.  Everyone needs to resist the misguidance of Satan and Imam Ali did it with knowledge. 
Knowledge is the key to success. With knowledge people wouldn’t be arrogant. Everyone would be happy. People would know what is right from wrong. Governments would know how to run their country. People would know how to treat one another. The morals of the land would be different. But unfortunately, in today’s society, people fail to acquire knowledge. Knowledge is on the bottom of their to-do’s list. And when you put knowledge at the bottom, you’re putting god at the bottom. You can’t worship and understand god without knowledge. Someone who does one rakkat of salaat and understanding what they are saying is better than someone doing one hundred rakkats but not understanding what they are saying. That is how important knowledge is. We can all learn from Imam Ali, and gain knowledge so we can reach perfection like imam Ali did.
Imam Ali had some of the greatest morals. He acquired them from the teachings of Islam, but most importantly, from the prophet. Imam Ali treated everyone, including his enemies, with great respect. He was kind, and he loved helping others. He freed the slaves, and he spent his entire time helping others succeed. He clothes were worse than the poorest person of the city. It’s not because he was poor, it is because he wanted to be humble. Who can you find today with that kind of sacrifice?
Humans seem to be in love with materials. You walk around the stores and you see people with the top brand of everything. Whereas people like Imam Ali chose to wear clothes that was worse than the poor people. Humanity still doesn’t know how to respect each other. Kids are talking back to their parents. Enemies are yelling at each other. And when people are asked to help others, they just “don’t have time”. This is the problem with today’s society. There are caught up with time. What is time? Time is nothing but an illusion. People got to get that straight. The morals in today’s society, especially America are worsening every day. Some people don’t have respect for others including themselves. Imam Ali respected everything. And with him respecting others, others respected him including god.
Like all the imams, Imam Ali was a dedicated worshipper. He did his salaat on time. He preached Islam. When the prophet was dying, Imam Ali asked what lesson he leaves us with. The prophet replied salaat, salaat, salaat. The importance of salaat is tremendous. It is one of the pillars of Islam. Imam Ali greatly emphasized salaat. When you stand in front of Allah on the Day of Judgment, if Allah doesn’t accept your salaat, nothing else will save you. Imam Ali taught people how to be a Muslim. The way you should act and the regular routines of a Muslim. But today, some people ignore those regular routines.
On earth, there are approximately 1.5 billion Muslims. Out of those, most don’t do the regular routines and amaal of a Muslim. The biggest thing is doing salaat, especially among the youth. Most youth don’t do salaat because they are lazy. They have excuses like “too much homework” and “not enough time”. But what they don’t know is that salaat will help them in ways that they will never imagine.  And people don’t know the benefit of reading Quran. Things like these are what will help us get through our daily struggles. But people fail to do these simple tasks. We eat every day. That takes up about three hours in a twenty-four hour period. But people can’t give up one hour in the day, to thank god for what he has given them. Imam Ali was thanking and appreciating god every second. And he raised a family, that also a thanked Allah with every chance they could get.
Imam Ali married the daughter of the prophet, Fatima (a.s.). They had four kids. The marriage of Ali and Fatima is a prime example of the perfect family. Their success in being a family is a great model for all of humanity. Imam Ali and Fatima never got mad at each other. Imam Ali was helping Fatima as much as he could. He would never complain about his family. He taught his children and raised them using the Islamic morals. And his children turned out to be the best behaved and the most god fearing. If only people would raise a family like Imam Ali and Fatima did.
In California, the divorce rate is eighty three percent. This means out of every four families, three of them get divorced. That is amazing and upsetting. Marriage has become a game for people. The separation of families is causing nationwide suffering. People are being arrogant. If the husband and wife get into an argument, they try not to solve the problem, or reason something out. The first and only result is divorce. They don’t think about the children. They don’t think about how the children will change psychologically. The person who gets the greatest impact from divorce is not the parents, but the children. That is why we need to look at the marriage of Ali and Fatima. Their marriage was a success for a reason. They stuck to the morals of Islam, and had a lot of communication between each other. People got to stop being arrogant and start being reasonable because this life is very short.
The imam prepared for death every day. He did this by listening to what god told him and everyone else to do. So you choose to go to Hawaii. You have to get prepared don’t you? Usually you get some clothes, the camera, maybe a surf board. But you don’t leave unprepared. That’s what death is like. It’s a trip, and we can’t leave unprepared. Now to be prepared, we follow what god said. The imams devoted their whole lives to please Allah. They were not scared of death like most people are today. They were actually looking forward to death. But we have to get prepared because life is very short. People are so caught up in the world that they seem to forget that they won’t be here forever. 
If we want to be perfect like Imam Ali, we need to follow what god has told us to do. Life is a journey, and we got people like Imam Ali to guide us to the right journey. Otherwise we can say hello to the fire. Imam Ali has impacted so many people’s lives including mine. I have learned so much from Imam Ali. I learned about being knowledgeable will help you in any situation. And that have good morals and being a good Muslim will please Allah. And finally, that all the statements above will help me grow and have a happy family. Because a happy family is not the one with a lot of money, it is the family who worship Allah together.  If you are able to follow Islam and listen to what god said, you might just reach perfection. 
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