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“You [Fatima] are the leader of the women till the day of judgment”~ Prophet Muhammad
 Women have always been demeaned, degraded, and abused throughout the test of time. In the 19th century, men believed that women should not work for wages because they were not productive enough. Confidence-shattered and disheartened, they have always been pushed aside, and they still are today. Clearly, history repeats itself; the derogatory issues that women face today have troubled women in the past. In the Jahaliyya period, women were so low in the eyes of men that the birth of a daughter was a shame. Despite Prophet Mohammad being sent down to reform the people, we still see this ignorance and maltreatment of women today. This is unfortunate—and is definitely not the way of Islam. The Prophet always fought for women’s rights, and Bibi Fatimah continued his feminist struggle. Although she went through many difficulties, Bibi Fatimah was brave, politically active, resilient, and generous through all her adversity. As the followers of Ahlul Bayt, we can draw on examples from her life to confront patriarchy in today’s world.  

Male domination is most vividly exemplified through women participation in governments of Muslim countries. In most Muslim countries, women are barred from top positions in politics. In Saudi Arabia, women do not have voting rights-- needless to mention they are not allowed to drive In Iran, a woman cannot run for the position of president. In Jordan, Kuwait, UAE, and countless other countries, the ruler of the country cannot be a woman. These countries claim to be Islamic, yet they miss the point of Islam. Women need to be active in politics; otherwise their fundamental rights will be denied. There is a well-known story that describes an injustice committed against Bibi Fatimah and the political means by which she sought justice. Bibi Fatimah was supposed to inherit property as part of the Fadak inheritance, but Abu Bakr denied Fatimah her right. He falsely claimed that Prophet Muhammad did not bequeath her any of Prophet’s property. However, Bibi Fatimah was not intimidated by Abu Bakr’s action. Instead, she made an inspirational speech in public at the mosque. Today’s Islamic countries attempt to silence the voice of women through political repression. But Bibi Fatimah shows us that this is wrong. Her speech was a symbol of resilience, which both men and women can learn from. If she had quietly given in to him, then this would mean that women should not fight for their rights. Yet Bibi Fatimah did not accept his injustice, and was not afraid to confront Abu Bakr. Bibi Fatimah’s example lays the foundation for “all women till the day of judgment.” Her actions must be our guidance. Women in Muslim societies should be given equal political rights. 

 The fact that Bibi Fatimah stood up to Abu Bakr also sheds light on another important lesson. Her thirst for justice paved the way for her sons to stand up for the truth. Children tend to follow in their parents’ footsteps, and a strong maternal figure is very important for a child’s development. Undoubtedly, Bibi Fatimah was a big inspiration for Imam Hussein. Although Imam Hussein is often remembered for the sacrifice in Kerbala, we must not forget the impact Bibi Fatimah had on him. She raised him to be a brave child and to exhibit good character. Surely, Fatimah’s response to Fadak influenced Imam Hussein’s response to Yazid. Clearly, through their influence on children, women are integral to the development of Islam. 

According to Abu Muhammad Ordoni, Fatimah predicted the calamities that would ensue after Abu Bakr and Umar’s seizure of power. She knew that their leadership was inadequate and would lead to the oppression of Muslims. Although she attempted to warn the people, they did not heed her warnings. However, the fact that she made an attempt to save them from dilemmas despite oppression is noteworthy. Bibi Fatimah proved that it is very difficult to make a point at a time when men are in control. However, this is all the more motivation for women today to continue their movement for social equality. Women should not fear the narrow-minded views and ideas of men; Bibi Fatimah confronted injustice through revolutionary bravery, and women today must do the same.

Fatimah also fought patriarchy through her generosity. It is a well-known fact that Bibi Fatimah lived an impoverished lifestyle. Yet despite her poverty, Bibi Fatimah donated a large portion of her income and food to the poor. Through her philanthropy, Fatimah altered traditional views of household finances. Whereas men were generally considered to be heads of households and primary bread-winners, Fatimah, as a woman, provided food for many men. This is significant because it shows that women do not have to stick to traditional customs. Fatimah’s family had fasted for three consecutive days without breaking their fasts because Fatimah would donate the family’s food to people she felt needed it more. She made these decisions independently of her husband or any other male influence. Fatimah altered traditional customs through her generosity to exhibit an independence vital for women’s success in today’s world. It is imperative for women to break the stereotypes. They should not just be limited to completing house chores. By following Fatimah’s example, women today can tangibly fight male dominance. 

In today’s society, education should be a person’s number one priority. The prophet once said, “Acquire knowledge. It enableth its posessor to distinguish right from wrong; it lighteth the way to Heaven; it is our friend in the desert, our society in solitude, our companion when friendless; it guideth us to happiness; it sustaineth us in misery; it is an ornament among friends, and an armour against enemies,” Whether man or woman, education is necessary for intellectual and ethical development.  Fatimah acquired much knowledge from Prophet Muhammad’s teachings. This was vital for her intellectual development and feminist persona. As proven by the life she led, it helped her survive intellectually in a male-dominated society. Her knowledge was such that she once said, “Ask me regarding anything, which comes to your mind. Fatimah encouraged seeking knowledge because it is something that she knew was necessary for human progress. Although Bibi Fatimah recognized the importance of knowledge more than 1300 years ago, only in the last century have most people realized the importance of universal education for human development. In today’s world, knowledge can help women gain ground in their fight for equality. For example, they can use their education to organize campaigns or encourage people to sign petitions. Bibi Fatimah realized that knowledge was essential for all people—we can use her wisdom by seeking knowledge and education to further the cause of gender quality.

Muslim countries are especially prone to treating women badly. It is no secret that women are often forced into marriages, denied education, and ridiculed for their very existence. Ironically, this is exactly how people viewed women at the time of the Prophet Muhammad. Yet he fought this injustice against women through his treatment of Bibi Fatimah. At a time when men were valued more than women, the Prophet loved Fatimah as he would have loved a son. He knew that women do not have to be men to be considered good people. Fatimah held a special place in the Prophet’s heart and his love for her was mixed with respect and exaltation. Countless people sought Fatimah’s hand in marriage, but Prophet Muhammad let Fatimah choose her suitor; this proved that he respected a woman’s judgment. She chose Imam Ali, with her father’s consent, for his decorum, faith, and noble principles. This is a vital lesson for parents; they must realize that their daughters have the ability to make their own judgments. They should have faith in their children and not be biased from their daughter’s decision. Prophet Muhammad had faith in Bibi Fatimah’s decision because he knew that he had taught her well enough for her to make educated decisions. Similarly, Muslim parents should love, teach, and educate their daughters in such a way that they can make equally intelligent decisions. Only if we actively persist in fighting against the prejudice against women can we rid society of this backward ideology.

Although men and women are equally capable in every way, women have always been abused throughout history. One of Prophet Mohammad’s missions on Earth was to stop this backward treatment of women—yet women still face discrimination in many Muslim countries today. Fatimah, the Prophet’s daughter, upheld his message by asserting her intelligence, perseverance, and bravery—and proved that women are equal to men. Through her example, we learn that women can fight patriarchy in Muslim societies by being educated and actively participating in politics. Women can break stereotypes and be successful if provided with the opportunity that Islam gives them. Treating women fairly is essential for the propagation of Islam—Fatimah showed this by the way she raised her children, and the way they gave their lives in the way of Islam. It is vital for women to fight for justice and assert their womanhood and humanity. Parents must also support their daughters if they want them to be morally successful. By following the example of Bibi Fatimah, we can fight injustice against women and effectively combat patriarchy in today’s Islamic society. 
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