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IN HIS NAME 
Zeanab a.s The Lady of her Kind

In sobriety and serenity she is liken to her grandmother lady Khadija a.s.  In chastity and modesty she is liken to her mother Fatima Zahra a.s.  In eloquence she is liken to her father Imam Ali a.s.  In forbearance and patience she is liken to her brother Imam Hasan a.s.  In bravery and tranquillity of the heart she is liken to her brother Imam Husain a.s. In reverence and meaningfulness she is liken to her grandfather Prophet Muhammad s.a.w.a. She is the lady of her kind, Zeanab a.s. She is that noble Lady whom safe-guarded Islam by conveying the message of the martyrs of Karbala. It is due to lady Zeanab’s endless exertions, perennial patience, forbearance and steadfastness that has continued to shone the beauty of Islam. She symbolises a shining sun that reflects light into the heart. By using Lady Zeanab a.s as a symbol of guidance we can attempt to solve worldwide issues that are challenging Muslims rapidly. One of the major issues is how can we overcoming tests and tribulations of this world and lead a life based on the merits and teaching of Islam. Profound experiences from the life of Lady Zeanab a.s will highlight how contemporary issues can be resolved by acquiring knowledge. Hence, this essay endeavors to honour the memory of this valiant untiring messenger and how she can be used as the seed of awareness that roots entire Islamic society.  

It is beyond the power of ordinary mortals to pen the merits and virtues of Lady Zeanab a.s, whose praise requires a tongue as eloquent as that of the Holy Qur’an or as fluently expressive as that of Prophet Muhammad s.a.w.a and his Infallible progeny. Her genealogy is impeccable. Lady Zeanab a.s was a blue blood scion of the house of Hashem, the noble leader of the Quraysh tribe who was descended from Prophet Abraham’s a.s firstborn son, Prophet Ishmael a.s. Her father Imam Ali a.s and mother Fatima Zahra a.s need no introduction. If Prophet Muhammad s.a.w.a was her maternal grandfather, her paternal grandfather was that protector of infant Islam, the Prophet’s beloved uncle and guardian, Abu Taleb  – the consanguineous brother of the Prophet’s father ‘Abdullah a.s. If her maternal grand- mother was the mother of all true believers Lady Khadija – also known as Maleekat al-‘Arab for her fabulous wealth that she all spent for Islam – her paternal grand- mother was Fatema bint Asad, the lady who had brought up the orphaned Prophet as her own son following the death of his grandfather Abdul-Mutallib and of his mother Amena bint Wahb. 

The merits of lady Zeanab a.s, who gave her two youthful sons ‘Aun and Muhammad as sacrifices for the cause of Islam at Karbala, do not end here, in view of the fact that her brothers were Imam Hasan a.s and Imam Husain a.s, the Leaders of the Youth of Paradise. Moreover, she was married to her first cousin Abdullah the son of Ja’far at-Tayyaar, the first migrant in Islam whose famous expounding of monotheism and the merits of Prophet Jesus a.s and the Virgin Mary in the court of King Negus (Najashi) of Abyssinia (Ethiopia) when the polytheists of Mecca pursued him there is recorded in golden letters.

Lady Zeanab a.s was too great to rest on family laurels. She explored a distinctive path of her own and that is the reason her virtues merited the title Sani-e Zahra or second only to her impeccable mother, Fatima Zahra a.s, the greatest lady of all times. Fatima Zahra a.s needed an immaculate deputy to demonstrate to mankind and in particular the women of the world the greatness of Islam and the practical meaning of piety, virtue and feminine rights. This is why her daughter, Zeanab a.s, rose to the occasion to carve out an immortal niche for herself in history. Although not infallible like the Prophets, the Imams and her own mother, the Heroine of Karbala set a lasting example of flawlessness.

This honourable lady was born in Madina, on the 5th of the month of Jamadi al-Awwal in the 6th year of the Hijra. Prophet Mohammad s.a.w.a and the house of immaculate infallibles were overjoyed at the birth of the praiseworthy lady of Islam. The prophet named her Zainab, which means Ornament of the Father. When the baby-girl was brought before the Prophet (SAW), he held her in his lap and kissed her. Angel Jibrail came to him and conveyed the name that was to be hers and then began to weep. The Prophet (SAW) asked Angel Jibrail why he wept and he answered:
“O Prophet of Allah! From early in her life, this girl will remain entangled in tribulations and trials of this world. First she will weep over your separation. Thereafter she will mourn the loss of her mother, then her father, and then her brother Hassan. After all this she will be confronted with the trials of the land of Karbala and the tribulations of that lonely desert, as a result of which her hair will turn gray and her back will be bent.”

When calamity befalls on us we begin to wonder. We tend to collapse over simple trials. Not mentioning the fact that some of us began to question Allah’s authority, we turn in anger towards the Almighty, we complain, shout and scream in rejection for the tests Allah set fort for us. Not knowing that these trials and tests are means to make us better human beings. The surface may look disastrous but the beneath is nothing but a golden treasure shinning for the right time to come out. This golden treasure became apparent in Lady Zeanab a.s when she marched towards Karbala. 

Allah s.w.t bestowed upon lady Zeanab a.s an example for mankind to admire. Every page of her life was painted with a colour of difficulty. Every corner of her life speaks of a tribulation. From an early age of her life, she experienced pain and sorrow. Her pains were defeated by her patience. Her belief conquered her sorrows. She never complained nor did she raise an objection to the Almighty for the calamities. Rather lady Zeanab a.s saw her calamities as a mean getting her closer to her final destination. Getting closer to, and preparing her for Karbala: The land of test and tribulation. 

She is a pure model for every Muslim and every human to aspire.  Her life became the source of answer to the heavy tribulations of humanity. Lady Zeanab a.s demonstrated how calamities and tribulations are blessings from the Almighty to mankind. We may not necessary know the hidden reasons behind the tests. But surely Allah s.w.t tests us for a cause. We need to surrender to the Divine Will and strive towards achieving the predestined cause that will shape the foundation of our fate and existence. Lady Zeanab’s tribulations lead her to strive for a cause. That cause was the protection of the message of Allah. She stood for a cause that became the source of awareness, the source of hope and the source of aspiration. Lady Zeanab’s entire life, a life full of tribulations was presented in the land of Karbala. A summary of her character, personality, nobility, a summary of her existence was demonstrated in the story of Karbala. A victorious story that continues to be told for generations to come: A story that was written by the blood of the martyrs and foretold by the tongue of courageous lady, lady Zeanab a.s. 

The golden lesson from the profound personality of Lady Zeanab a.s is that every human has potentials hidden inside them. In order for us to explore our potentialities and to use them constructively, Allah s.w.t takes us on the ride of tribulations. These tribulations prepare us for what Allah s.w.t wants us to accomplish. Allah s.w.t wanted Lady Zeanab a.s to accomplish the victory of Imam Husain by making her being the active media for Karbala. Hence, each individual is determined to accomplish something in this world. Tribulations are the rides that take us towards accomplishing our potentialities.

Nevertheless, the astonishing performance of Lady Zeanab a.s in the land of Karbala was achieved through her outstanding wisdom and knowledge. Her nobility traits of patience and courageous were possessed from her divine knowledge. The religion of Allah and the message of the prophet was saved through the knowledge that was portrayed by the truthful tongue of Lady Zeanab a.s.

It is knowledge that unravels all realities. In other words there is no aspect of human life that does not require knowledge and awareness. Her father Imam ‘Ali (AS) in his famous advice to his disciple Kumail ibn Ziyad (as mentioned in the Nahj al-Balagha) has beautifully outlined the indispensable nature of knowledge as more worthy than wealth, saying: “Knowledge guards you while you have to guard wealth. Wealth decreases by spending while knowledge increases by spending.”

Lady Zeanab a.s was the embodiment of practical knowledge. She was immune from any ignorance and possessed God-given knowledge with certitude. No less a personality than her nephew Imam Zain al-‘Abedin (AS) says about her; you are by the grace of God a scholar unschooled by anyone and a sage by connation. 

The Fourth Imam in praise of her eloquent sermons in Kufa and Damascus when in the aftermath of the Karbala tragedy the noble prisoners were brought before the Omayyud rulers, said the realities and finer points of God-given intelligence and knowledge that his aunt demonstrated is not easy to grasp by even the most erudite scholars. Her clarity of language and choice of words to expound the mission of her brother in the court of the tyrant Yazid is rather unique. History is incapable of doing full justice to her sermons that ensured eternity for the mission of Imam Husain (AS). Scholars, pointing to a single phrase from her memorable sermon in the court of Damascus, say that besides being an indicator of her firm faith, trust in God, sincerity of purpose and dauntlessness under the most adverse circumstances, it shattered to pieces the power and pride of Yazid. Her bold address to the seemingly proud caliph: “Ain al-adl yabna at-tulaqa (Is it justice O’ sons of freed slaves)” shook the very foundations of Omayyad rule and exposed its illegitimacy not only for the courtiers but for all generations to come.

By her use of the word tulaqa (pl. or taleeq or freed slave), Zainab (A.S.) was actually reminding the ruler how her grandfather Prophet Muhammad (SAWA), on the day of the peaceful surrender of Mecca to Muslims, had shown magnanimity to the arch infidel Abu Sufyan, his accursed wife Hind and his equally criminal son Mua’wiyah (the grandfather, grandmother and father of Yazid) despite the fact that Hind had so savagely carved out the liver of the Prophet’s martyred uncle Hamza at the Battle of Ohod and tried to chew it. On the day of the liberation of Mecca, the Prophet had called Abu Sufyan, Mua’wiyah and their other idolatrous kinsmen tulaqa or freed slaves, and had spared their lives by accepting their lip service to Islam in order to teach humanity a lasting lesson that what evil such despised ingrates do when opportunity comes their way to strike at the humanitarian principles that they had always opposed.

In Islam, the pursuit of knowledge is not confined to men, but women are also urged to acquire it. Fourteen hundred years ago when people would bury female babies, oppress women and consider them not to be wise, lady Zeanab a.s was one of the Muslim women who proved that women were as intelligent and capable as any man. Her intelligence was without any comparison and no male could match up with her knowledge and wisdom. 


Like Lady Zeanab a.s we are acquired to pursue knowledge. It was knowledge that raised the flag of Islam. It was knowledge that gave strength to lady Zeanab. It was knowledge that made Lady Zeanab to see beauty on the lands of Karbala. It was knowledge that made Lady Zeanab to sacrifice her sons. It was knowledge that kept Karbala alive. 

Unlike other creeds and cultures, Islam restored woman to her natural status in society with emphasis on learning so that literate and knowledgeable mothers could properly groom their children, the future hope of the society. By possessing knowledge daughters of today can become mothers of martyred sons. By possessing knowledge women of today can become the flag bearers of Islam. The future of Islam needs our knowledge of today.

Today in the west, women and in particular Muslim women are under serve attack. From all corners of life we have been challenged towards our faith, belief and religion. Hijab has become the symbol of oppression. Modesty is now tyranny. Faith is now seen as useless mechanism. Spirituality is seen as the fate of the weak. Prayer is seen as the hope of the poor. Today we are pressured to follow a secular lifestyle: following immodesty. Today we are pressure to accept corruption. We are pressure to sacrifice reason for ignorance. We are pressured to be silence in the face of injustice. We are pressured to witness the fall of humanity and do nothing to rescue it. Today we are pressure to be non-believers: to be non-Muslims.

History is repeating itself. The parallel of Karbala is now evident. Yazid of today wants to destroy Islam. Our Husain of the time has already being martyred. What we have left to hold on to is the sacrifices of Lady Zeanab a.s. To revive the message that Husain a.s died for and Zeanab protected, we must continue to possess knowledge. We must continue to educate ourselves. We must continue to defeat our faith by reason and logic.

Lady Zeanab a.s uncovered the truth about Yazid and became an everlasting name. In order for us to face the world’s challenges, to face Yazid of our time we must possess knowledge that will uncover the roots of all Yazidis. 
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