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The question is always eminent in our lives regarding how we can use the model of the Ahlul Bayt (as) to help the world. For example, Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) was the holder of Makarem Akhlaq (great compassion to all of God’s creatures), this is why all people loved him. We can use the prophet’s model to show that Islam is a religion of peace and love. Imam Ali(as), the rightful leader of the Ummah after the prophet, gave up his opportunity to become caliph to keep the true Islam alive through the Shia. We can use Imam Ali’s (as) model to show the importance of perseverance, though it may not be easy, to keep the true Islam alive. Even though Hazrat Fatima (sa) had a short life, she raised children that changed the world. She even gave up her life to keep the truth of Imam Ali’s (as) Imammat alive. Hazrat Zahra (sa) showed us that raising good children and not giving in to oppression can change the world. 
In a time where power was in the hands of the enemies of Islam, Imam Hassan (as) did not pass up the truth and signed a treaty to prevent the enemies of Islam from destroying pure Islam until the time of Imam Hussein’s (as) uprising was ready. We can learn from Imam Hassan (as) that we cannot conceal the truth or act as if it’s not there. Imam Hussein (as) shows with his uprising that even when followers are few and death is imminent, victory can still be achieved. Imam Hussein(as) taught us that with few followers we can still be victorious and we cannot conceal the truth. This is proven by the fact that Imam Hussein’s (as) path, goals and ideals are still alive 1,400 years after his death. 
Imam Sajjad (as) showed us the true Islam with the Duas he taught us even though all his loved ones were killed. Imam Sajjad (as) taught us how to talk to God and how to reach the highest level of understanding. We can reach the level God wants us to be at by means of Imam Sajjad’s (as) duas. Imam Baqir (as) showed us that we can reach the highest levels in science through Islam and he taught and trained the greatest scholars of Islam. We can learn that science is hidden inside Islam from Imam Baqir (as) and that Islam doesn’t conflict with science. A real follower can and should also be a scientific scholar. Imam Sadiq (as) spread Islam and science throughout the world by teaching students in the proper way. We can learn from Imam Sadiq (as) that we have to learn as well as teach others. Looking at the lives of the other Imams we can deduct the same points; they didn’t conceal the truth even though they were few in numbers, alone, and sometimes didn’t have power. Also, with familiarity of the era they lived in they chose the right course of action to take. For example, one chose patience and another chose uprising, one chose teaching and another chose prayer. This wouldn’t have taken place without the knowledge of their time period. Hundreds of other teachings can be derived from the lives of the Imams. 

With a more precise look at the life of Imam Sadiq (as), we can deduct the need to teach others, especially the next generation of Islam, to be true flag bearers of faith and change the world. To do this, we have to instill Imam Jafar’s (as) Roots of Conduct into Islam’s next generation as well as in ourselves.  The Roots of Conduct are categorized into four parts: Conduct with Allah (swt), Conduct with Self, Conduct with Creation (people), and Conduct with this World. Each part is based on seven principles. Together, these four aspects of conduct have to be instilled in Islam’s next generation to prepare them for the cruelties of this world and help them demonstrate the true Islam to mankind. Only with these qualities, morals, and ethics, will Islam’s next generation be ready to represent the true Islam.
Conduct with Allah (swt)

The seven principles of conduct with Allah (swt) that Imam Sadiq (as) has taught, have to be instilled in children at a young age, for these principles are the ethical and moral base of Iman. The first principle, Giving His Due, can be interpreted as giving Allah (swt) the prayers and deeds for which you are obliged. This does not mean that He needs our prayers but the exact opposite; this is to help enlighten ourselves and take us closer to Him. The next principle, Keeping His Limits, can be deciphered as not crossing the boundaries He has set for us, whether that be in religion or simple everyday actions. Next, Being Thankful with His Gift, is one of the most important in this world. To put it simply, this means to be thankful with what Allah (swt) has given you. Being content doesn’t only mean being happy with what you have, but also being happy with what you don’t have. Imam Sadiq (as) writes in his book, “Be a grateful bondsman to Allah in every way, and you will find that Allah is a generous Lord in every way.” The fourth principle, Being Content with His Decree, means not questioning his law. We may still have questions about some issues, but that is why God has left us the Quran and Ahlul Bayt. Next is Being Patient with His Trials, which means to be patient during times of hardship. This means having a higher level of understanding and trying to see the other side of the situation. In the Quran it states: “Surely Allah is with the patient (8:46).” The sixth and seventh principles, Glorifying His Sanctity (sacredness) and Yearning For Him, are both meant to make us closer to God. Even though all people have moments of solitude, nearness to God means you are never alone. In all, conduct with Allah (swt) is the most important factor needed to be taken into account while raising young children.
Conduct with Self


Imam Sadiq (as) taught seven principles of conduct with self. The first conduct with self is Fear. This does not mean to fear monsters or things of that sort, but rather fearing Allah (swt) and only Him. When this is achieved, all other fears will be lost. The second principle of conduct with self is striving. Striving is giving serious effort and trying hard to achieve something. You only succeed as hard as you try, so striving is necessary to achieve great things. Enduring Harm, the second principle, is something every human being must face and there is nothing that we can do about it. However, we can make ourselves physically, mentally, and spiritually stronger to deal with the impending harm. This can be acheived by following Imam Jafar’s (as) four aspects of conduct. The next principle, Spiritual Discipline, means following your religion strictly. One example to show the importance of this idea is communism. On paper, communism seemed like it would be a successful political setup, but in reality history proved otherwise. This is not because of the government provided supplies or things of that sort, but due to the lack of religion in that system. Without religion, especially one that encompasses Allah (swt), and the existence of heaven and hell, the soul has nothing to look forward to or rely on so it simply gives up and goes into depression. This is why spiritual discipline is so important. Seeking Truthfulness and Sincerity, the next principle, is also of great importance. As the saying goes, honesty is the best policy, and this is how our next generation should be raised. This does not only relate to lies. There is a hadith from Imam Sadiq (as) that states, “the person who sees his (religious) brother involved (in a problem) which is the cause of his trouble and dislikeness and he does not remove it from him although he can, has committed a dishonesty with him.” As the hadith states, sometimes constructive criticism is necessary. The sixth principle, Withdrawing the Self from What it Loves, means not solely depending on earthly items. This is necessary to enable us to help others.  The last principle has to do with binding the previous principle with poverty, meaning Becoming One with the Poor and not Being Arrogant About Rank, which is one of the biggest problems Muslim as a whole face. Becoming one with the poor doesn’t mean becoming homeless, but rather being thankful with what we have and knowing its value and using it to help those who don’t have as much as we do.
Conduct with Creation (People)

Imam Jafar’s (as) precedent for conduct with creation are the keys to world peace and tranquility. The first principle, Forbearance, means passing up what is due to you, or not collecting debt. Debt does not necessarily mean money but it could also mean a chance to show off or be arrogant. Forbearance is a moral that has to be painted onto the canvas of the next generation of Islam.  Forgiveness, the second principle, should always be in our minds. In Islam, we believe Allah (swt), the all knowing and all perfect, is the most forgiving of all; shouldn’t we follow suit? There is a hadith from Imam Ali (as) that says, “If you get an opportunity and power over your enemy, then, in thankfulness to God for this, forgive him.” This beautiful hadith dictates the importance of forgiveness.  Humility, the next principle, is the key to relationships of all form. Humility, the quality of being modest and respectful, can be used to end wars and help mankind get closer to world peace. One time in an Abbasid court, a fly sat on the caliph’s nose. He repeatedly tried to get rid of it, but it kept sitting on his nose. Eventually the caliph was very annoyed and turned to Imam Sadiq (as) and said, “O Son of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw), can you tell me why Allah created these lousy flies?”  "Yes", Imam Sadiq (as), replied, "So that the mighty and the proud are rendered humble and helpless." This anecdote shows the importance of humility. The next principle, Generosity, is very important. Generosity doesn’t mean giving everything you have to charity, or to live below the poverty line, but rather as you go along with your life, don’t forget to give your dues to charity. It is important to stress that it is only necessary to give as much as is possible. Compassion, the fifth principle, shouldn’t only be practiced with humans, but rather with all of Allah’s creatures. If mankind had true compassion, the world would not be in its current state, filled with wars, violence, and dishonesty. Next is Good Counsel, which means to give good advice and is something we should do on a daily basis. “The most beloved of the brothers to me is the one who presents and indicates to me my fault and short comings.” This hadith by Imam Jafar (as) shows the importance of good counsel. The final principle in this category, Justice and Fairness, is the key to democracy. The ideas instituted into western ideology concerning democracy have been corrupted. Even though on the outside it might seem fair and just, on the inside it is rotten, just like a fruit filled with insects. The fruit might look good on the outside, but it’s spoiled on the inside. The next generation needs to use the model of Imam Sadiq (as) to create true democracy in the world.
Conduct with this World

The final seven principles that Imam Sadiq (as) has taught deal with conduct with this world. First is Being Content with What is at Hand. Imam Sadiq (as) writes in his book, “Contentment is a name which contains the meanings of servitude, and maybe described as the joy of the heart.”  This shows that to be happy throughout life, we need to be content with what we have rather than wail over what we don’t.  The second principle, Preferring What is Available to What is Not, could also refer to making the most means with what we have and not needing or wanting more. Next is Abandoning the Quest for the Elusive. It is always necessary to turn your back on greed, for once it enters your mindset, it is very tough to remove. The next principle, Hating Overabundance, can also be translated into not wasting. When something is overabundant it can’t all be used, so a portion will be wasted. In Islam, israf (wasting) is considered to be a very bad sin. The fifth principle, Choosing Abstinence, means not taking part in certain acts. Is this not why we fast during Ramadan? We abstain from eating and drinking food to make ourselves better and to please Allah (swt). The last two principles are Knowing the Evils of this World, thus abandoning any desire for it, and Negating its Dominance. This means to not put importance on this world, but rather on the next and not letting the materialistic world control you. This doesn’t mean to completely let go and live on the streets, but rather always remembering the next world and preparing for it. It is also important to remember that this world can control us so it is necessary to decrease the effects of this world on our life. Imam Sadiq(as) writes in his book, “When all these qualities are found in one person, he is then one of Allah's elite, one of His close bondsman and friends.” This quote refers to all the principles of conduct.
In conclusion, we have to use Imam Sadiq’s (as) model on preparing Islam’s next generation to better the Muslim Ummah. It is also important to remember that these principles should not only be used to help the next generation but also help enlighten ourselves. To prepare the world for the appearance of Imam Mahdi (as) we have to use the teachings of the Imams to change the world. The delay in the appearance of the final Imam is because we Muslims haven’t followed the path of the prior Imams. If we would like Imam Mahdi (as) to appear sooner, we have to set our aim on the goals of the prior Imams. This is because the final Imam will follow the path of his fathers and he will have the same goals and ideals.
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