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In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful
There he stood on the battlefield like a mountain on the horizon; already he had slain seven men.  No one else dared come forward to fight this masked warrior, everyone thought he was Imam Ali(as) yet when he removed his disguise, it was the eleven-year old Hazrat Abbas(as).  When we examine the life of Hazrat Abbas(as), we realize that everything he did was out of love and loyalty.  Hazrat Abul-fadhl(as) is a beacon radiating light into the darkness of the world at its current state.  It is next to impossible to achieve anything in this world without using the eternal precedents left by the Prophet Mohammad(pbuh) and his Ahlul-Bayt.  The best standards in love and allegiance were left by Hazrat Abulfadhl-il-Abbas(as).  The events that took place on the bloody sands of Karbala were just a slight illustration of his character, forever painted on the canvas of history.
Throughout all of history, Hazrat Abul- fadhl(as) stands as an emblem of love.   Love is a magnificent emotion; it can cause people to go to the farthest extents.  Modern love consists of conditional and unconditional love.  The type of love that is most commonly found in western society is conditional.  It relies on certain earthly needs.  Conditional love does not last because it is based on needs; once they are filled it is pointless.  However, unconditional love is not based on needs, instead it is the type of love that Hazrat Abbas(as) had for God, the Prophet and the Ahlul-Bayt.  
Unconditional love has no boundaries and is not imprisoned by time and space.  Hazrat Abbas(as) demonstrated his love on several occasions.  For instance, when he was eight years old at the battle of Siffeen, he saw an enemy warrior approaching Imam Hussein(as) from behind.  Hazrat Abbas(as) ran onto the battlefield with a sword and swiftly killed the enemy.  This showed Hazrat Abbas’ great love for Imam Hussein(as).  In modern times, could we find any eight-year old boy that would do the same for his brother?  We have to raise our children in a way that they follow in the footsteps of the Ahlul-Bayt.  
One great example of Hazrat Abbas’(as) love was demonstrated on the arid, blistering sands of Karbala when he attempted to bring water to the scorched and flaking lips of his nieces and nephews.  It was a sizzling day in Karbala when Sakina approached Hazrat Abbas(as) and said, “I am thirsty my uncle.”  Hazrat Abbas(as) approached Imam Hussein(as) and asked for permission to retrieve water for those in dire need of it.  When permission was granted, Hazrat Abbas(as) mounted on his horse and went toward his Imam to send his final regards.  After sending his final regards, he advanced on the enormous enemy army of 30,000.  At the sight of his approach cries of fear were heard from Yazid’s army and they all began to retreat in fear.  Only a few remained which were killed immediately by Hazrat Abbas(as).  Finally, he reached the banks of the Furaat River.  He filled a jug with water which he would take back to camp to quench the dehydrated throats of the ones who needed it most.  He held a handful of water as if to drink it and made this beautiful statement, “O water of Furaat, my lips can welcome you only after Sakina has quenched her thirst!”  This magnificent statement demonstrated his love.  While he was riding back to the safety of the camp, a coward climbed upon a tree in his path, ready to attack.  When Hazrat Abbas(as) approached the tree, the enemy soldier jumped and struck Hazrat Abbas’ right arm with a sword, the arm was immediately severed and fell to the ground.   Another soldier struck his left arm, the one holding the jug of water, with a sword and it too was cut off like its partner.  At this, Hazrat Abbas(as) quickly grasped the jug with his teeth, never giving up his main goal to get the water back to camp.  Soon after, an arrow hit the jug and water began to pour onto the sand. He immediately turned back and went into the battlefield. While Hazrat Abbas(as) was lying on the fiery sand of Karbala, with no arms and an arrow in one eye, Imam Hussein(as) rode to him and asked if he had any final wishes.  Hazrat Abbas(as) said,  “Wipe the blood from my good eye so I can embrace the image of your face one final time before I die.”  Even in his final moments, Hazrat Abbas(as)  never released his boundless love for Imam Hussein(as). 
There is a great lesson for us in the unwavering love that Hazrat Abbas(as)  had for his Imam.  Do we ever ask ourselves why Islam is publicized as a religion of violence even though it is peaceful by its very nature?  This is a significant dilemma facing the Muslim nation, but the real problem is that there is a deficiency of love in our Ummah.  How can we fix this problem?  This is a simple question with an intricate answer.  In order to answer it, we have to imagine the Muslim populace as a big mosque.  We need to use Islam and the Ahlul-Bayt as our mosques’ foundation, because their strong personalities epitomize the traits needed for a solid basis.  As for the pillars of this mosque, it would be beneficial for us to use our love for God and the Prophet(pbuh) and the Ahlul-Bayt, because it will unite all Muslims together as one Ummah.  We as Muslims will thrive if we set aside our differences and use this format as our blueprint.  One of the biggest problems facing the Muslim population is that we are not united.  One thing that we do well is analyze our problems, but why do we not act on what we learn when we analyze?  Why do we not help unite rather than separate?  This is because there is an absence of love.  We have to take the example of Hazrat Abbas(as)  and implement love into everything we do.  This will help us in many ways.  First, it will portray the religion of Islam as one of peace.  Next, and most importantly, it will unite us as one Ummah.  We must remember to use the precedents of love left by Hazrat Abbas(as).   If we do so, we will be able to stop the wars ravaging throughout the world and bring an end to poverty.
Another important characteristic taught to us by Hazrat Abbas(as)  was his great loyalty and allegiance to Islam and his Imam.  One of the noblest characteristics a human being can acquire is loyalty.  Loyalty shows that you are unwavering in your support for your cause.  If we were to follow in the path of Western society, we would base our loyalty on our own gain, but this is not the route we should take.  We need to use the example of Hazrat Abbas(as) , whose bravery and strong character showed his steadfast belief in Islam. 
He exemplified his loyalty to his faith, family, and God throughout his whole life.  When he was  a young child at Imam Ali’s  death bed, Imam Ali(as)   told Hazrat Abbas(as)  , "Abbas, my child, I know your unbounded love for Hussein. Though you are too young to be told about it, when that day dawns, consider no sacrifice too great for Hussein and his children."  Before the war at Karbala took place, Shimr-lbne-Ziljoshan, the second in command of Yazid’s army, and Hazrat Abbas’ uncle, said he had asked an official in Yazid’s army for his nephew’s safety.   Hazrat Abbas(as)  replied , "May God's wrath fall upon you and upon your proposal, 0, enemy of God! How dare you counsel us to desert our master, Imam Hussein and tie ourselves up with the corrupt and misguided Yazid?"  He showed his true loyalty because Hazrat Abbas(as) remained steadfast in his cause and never gave up even when his life was threatened.  Hazrat Abbas(as)  remained loyal to Imam Ali(as) and was martyred on the sands of Karbala fighting for Imam Hussein’s army. 
We are currently waiting for our last Imam, Imam Mahdi (may god hasten his appearance).  But would we be ready to carry out what Hazrat Abbas(as)  did for Imam Hussein?  Would we truly be loyal and be ready to give our lives and everything we have for his cause?  Many people might say that they would be, but this is a question that can only be answered in time.  If we want our dear Imam to come sooner, we have to show our loyalty to him.  We have to show him that we are ready for his appearance by demonstrating our loyalty to him.  This can only be accomplished when we follow the examples set by our Prophet and his Ahlul- Bayt.
Hazrat Abbas(as) will forever stand as a pinnacle of love and loyalty in the folds of history.  The eternal precedents that he has set will help mankind greatly in the years to come.  Hazrat Abbas(as)  should stay in our hearts and minds forever.  We have to thank God for giving us such great role models and we have to use their lessons to continually improve ourselves.
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