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Praise be on those who follow rightness.

                                                                                                     The Holy Quran, 20:47

Introduction:
       Today, the nations of the world are more closely tied than ever before. Economic events affect people around the world. The gap between rich and poor nations is growing. Rich nations provide aid and technical assistance to third world nations, as the latter face many obstacles in their drive to modernize. Inflation, natural disasters, and poor planning have upset the development plans of many third world nations.  Social and economic changes have upset traditional ways of life in many nations and contributed to social problems such as crime, the breakdown of family, drug and alcohol abuse.  Today, people are searching for solutions and are seeking a middle ground between the way of life that worked in the past and the need of today’s rapidly changing society. They search for something that calms their anxious minds--a peace and comfort which makes their lives enjoyable. But they are unaware of the fact that they would be comfortable only by satisfying their innate needs, those which have been with them since the time they were created.  The focus of the present discussion is the profound character of Imam Muhammad Baqir (as) The Fifth Imam.  He was a highly talented spiritual leader, and for this reason he was popularly titled “Al-Baqir” which means “the expounder of knowledge”: spotless in character, noble by nature. [1] He was born on the 1st of the month of Rajab, 57th Hijra, in the city of Medina.  He was present at the event of Kerbala when he was four years old. After his father Imam Sajjad (as), through Divine Command and the decree of those who went before him, he became Imam.  He devoted all his time in submission to God and advocated the teachings of the Holy Prophet and his descendents.  Finally, after years of service to the Islamic culture, Imam Muhammad Baqir (as) was poisoned by the order of Hisham ibn Abd al-Malik on the 7th of Dhu al-Hijjah 114 Hijra, at the age of 57 years. His body was buried beside the graves of other Imams in the graveyard of Jannat al-Baqi.[1]
Discussion & Result:

Moral Integrity
        In every country in the world, in every nation and race in the human family, we see today a lack of integrity and true morals in daily life.  Every human heart is in conflict with the head; thought and speech are hardly in harmony and this inner disintegration manifests itself in wrong kinds of outward actions, in low standards of morality, and in selfish interests in the world.  If we look carefully to the life of Imam Muhammad Baqir (as) we can see his character, thoughts, knowledge, wisdom, and morals are in harmony and qualified him to be the social authority.  Good thoughts, good words and good deeds, was the basic principle behind Imam Muhammad Baqir’s teaching, which, if applied to daily life, will keep us free from conflicts--both individually and collectively--and will guide us to the peace of mind for which we search.   

Ibn Hajar al-Haytami, a famous scholar belonging to the Sunnite School says:
“Imam Muhammad al-Baqir has disclosed the secrets of knowledge and wisdom and unfolded the principles of spiritual and religious guidance. Nobody can deny his exalted character, his God-given knowledge, his divinely-gifted wisdom and his obligation and gratitude towards spreading of knowledge” [1]
Thoughts are the seeds of actions, and if the right beginning is made on the plane of 
the mind, the first step is taken toward self-purification.  So, what the world needs today 
is not an abundance of wealth and material possessions for which there is so much 
craving, not even scientific knowledge, but a right basis for living the life.  Integrated 
character is only the result of right thinking.  Imam Muhammad Baqir's (as) speech was 
in accordance with his practice.  The Muslim community, which is made up of people 
from different schools of thought, acknowledges his outstanding virtues and his high 
status.  His conduct and dealing with people was above all humanly.

One of his slaves said about him, 

"Once I accompanied his graciousness to Mecca. When Imam sighted the house of
God (Kaabah). He wept so much that he got feeble and nerveless I said to him, 'Why do   you weep so much?' He said, 'Perhaps God may become kind to me because of these tears and tomorrow (on justice day) He may bless me with salvation.' Then Imam stood for his prayers and lengthened the prostration. When he picked his head up, the place of prostration was wet with tears from his eyes."[2]


If the seeds of pure thoughts are sown in the well-prepared, clean and clear mind, if 
they are sown with a pure and unselfish motive, for the good of all, and nourished with 
the life-giving water of wisdom, then the result is given in the right direction, and all 
works naturally end in harmony and integration.  Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (as) 
disclosed the secrets of knowledge and wisdom, unfolded the principles of spiritual and 
religious guidance.  During the course of his life, he taught people thousands of 
theological and religious principles, as well as scientific subjects, and his teachings have 
been disseminated around the world. [2] Imam Muhammad Baqir (as) said:

 "Our followers are of three kinds, one who follows us but depends on others, one who is like a glass involved in his own reflections, but the best are those who are like gold, the more they suffer the more they shine”. [2]
There are two major needs within us that we cannot ignore. The first is the need for seeking knowledge, which has no end; as a proof technology is improving and progressing daily. The second characteristic is the need for perfection.  If we follow the Imam’s example and commit ourselves to seizing every possible opportunity to strengthen, our own sense of moral integrity, then we can influence constructively the growth of others, by encouraging, challenging, praising, and rewarding them, until the habits or virtues associated with moral maturity are firmly rooted in the depths of their being. 
Conclusion:

        There are many aspects that differentiate humans from one another.  Beauty, outward appearance, wealth, health, nationality, race, native language, and knowledge are all examples of characteristics that differentiate us from one another.  These differences may even allow us to lose or excessively develop our self-esteem, even though our characteristics may be out of our control. Despite these differences, what we have in common is that we are all humans who seek one purpose: to find satisfaction in our lives. The concept of satisfaction can be defined through our personal view toward life.  Reaching perfection and completion is the unquestionable desire of mankind. [1] Imam Muhammad Baqir (as) reached the highest peak in his own conception of morality and through closeness to the Muslim Community, which made people from different schools of thought acknowledge his outstanding virtues and his high status.  Real integrity can affect our personal environment and those who come in and out of our influence.  We find that much of Imam’s words address a person's actions and their impact on others.  The Imam’s character may open eyes to more truths about integrity and how the people of faith before us walked in God's true honor and purpose.

A famous saying of the Imam:
 “I admonish you regarding five things; if you are wronged, do not commit wrong doing to others, if you are betrayed, do not betray anyone, if you are called a liar, do not be furious, if you are praised, do not be jubilant, if you are criticized do not fret and think of what is said in criticism, if you find in yourself what is criticized about you, then you are falling down in the eyes of God; when you are furious about the truth, it is much greater calamity than your falling down in the eyes of the people. And if you are opposite of what is said (in criticism) about you, then it is a merit you acquired without having to tire yourself in obtaining it.”

                                                                                                 Imam Muhammad Baqir (as)
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