Hazrat Abbas (a.s.) 

Moones Mansouri
Sixth Grade, University Park Elementary School , Irvine , CA 92612

In today’s society, Muslims tend to face a number of problems. At these times, we should think of our great Islamic leaders. They fought many enemies of Islam to save this religion from dying out. One of these important leaders is Hazrat Abbas (a.s). He fought the enemies of Islam, without fear of anything but Allah. His characteristics are admirable, especially in our lifetime. Many people think differently about Hazrat Abbas (a.s), because of him not being part of the fourteen infallibles. In my view, even though this great man was not an infallible, he is practically one. 


At the moment, people look at Muslims in two ways. Some people look at us as very kind, generous, and good people. But another group of people look at us another way, as if we are criminals. Even though we always try to put a good impression for Islam, somehow, someone messes everything up. Some of the people make quick judgments and say that because this person is like this, that probably means all Muslims are like that. Those people don’t see the whole story. 
Hazrat Abbas (a.s) loved his brother Imam Hussein (a.s) very much. One example is when Hazrat Abbas (a.s) was a child. One day, Imam Ali (a.s) is at the mosque giving a speech. Hazrat Abbas (a.s) notices Imam Hussein’s dry lips and runs to get something to quench his dear brother’s thirst. When coming back to the mosque with water, Hazrat Abbas (a.s) runs so fast that the water spills all over him. All this child wanted was to quench his brother’s thirst as soon as possible. This is an example that is needed in our environment. We need more love and compassion towards each other. 

All Muslims should act like a huge family to one another. It doesn’t matter if we are Sunni or Shia; we should love each other like those two brothers did. Some people in our society are trying to split Muslims apart, make them seem like enemies of each other. But we should not let this happen. We should unite, show everyone that we are one big family, and no one can split us apart. Even if this decision makes us the richest or the poorest we should stick up for one another. This same decision was made by Hazrat Abbas (a.s) as well. Hazrat Abbas (a.s) had gone to get water for Imam Hussein and the children. Marid bin Sudaif, one of Yazid’s soldiers, approached Hazrat Abbas (a.s). He offered Hazrat Abbas (a.s) a peaceful, happy life if Hazrat Abbas (a.s) changed his side to Yazid’s side. Hazrat Abbas (a.s) refused because of everyone, every single Muslim. He could have just easily accepted and he would have probably lived much longer. But he didn’t. 

Many countries around the world are offering different races of Muslims the same thing. They offer them a life of comfort, wealthy ness, and peace if they just become the enemies of other Muslims. But no Muslim should accept that offer. We should all stay together and support each other in anyway possible. If one Muslim is really rich and another one is really poor, they should help each other, not just because of reputation, but because of Allah. 
A lot of people around the world despise one word, terrorism. Some of those people are Muslims. Around the world, many people think that Muslims are terrorists. Like some other people, I get very offended if anyone calls me or even another Muslim, terrorist. Terrorists around the world name themselves “Muslims”. The same with Hazrat Abbas’s time. People like Shemr and Yazid named themselves “Muslims” and the descendants of the Holy Prophet of Islam. All they really wanted was the power. The fought Imam Hussein and Hazrat Abbas (a.s) to get that “power”. Hazrat Abbas (a.s) resisted this power. He resisted the people of his time that were terrorists. Hazrat Abbas (a.s) did not believe in getting defeated. He was brave, strong, courageous, and fought for the truth. Terrorists in our time demand for the same thing, power. 

We, as Muslims, have the same amount of rights as anyone else does. Just because we may wear a head scarf, pray daily, or even fast for a whole month, does not mean we don’t have the same amount of knowledge than anybody else. We should help build up the environment, so that we don’t get deprived of anything. One of the reasons I chose Hazrat Abbas (a.s) was because of his courage. He had the courage to do anything, he feared none but Allah, he never gave up, and he even welcomed death to come to him. Hazrat Abbas (a.s) showed Islam as a very, very beautiful and nice religion, like it really is. 


Hazrat Abbas (a.s) is one of our leaders in Islam, so we should try to be like him. Put him in front of us, as a role model. He showed Islam as a very good and decent religion, so why can’t we? We should let people see the truth about Islam. If Muslims use their rights, they can become decent people in this society, and if Muslims look really decent, the view of Islam will change as well. Maybe if Islam looks decent, people’s opinions will change, perhaps some people will join this big family.  
  Islam can appear differently, if we act like our leaders did. Like Hazrat Abbas (a.s), maybe if some of the members of Islam just find a little, just a little bit of his characteristics, Islam can change in the eyes of our enemies. If we believe like this great leader, that there is no path that can defeat us, and that and we shouldn’t lose any courage then the world can change. Hazrat Abbas (a.s) fought his enemies as if they were just little ants and that he could crush them with his fingers One example is when Hazrat Abbas (a.s) was 11 years of age. It was the time of the battle of Siffin. One day in the battlefield, he came fully disguised from head to toe. He killed any enemy that approached him. In the enemy, was a man by the name of Ibn-e-Shasa, a strong and brave warrior. Ibn-e-Shasa sent one of his seven sons to fight the masked person. Hazrat Abbas (a.s) put him down, along with the other six sons Ibn-e-Shasa sent one after another. Finally Ibn-e-Shasa came forward himself, to be defeated as well. All the other warriors wondered who this masked man was. They all thought he was Imam Ali (a.s), until Hazrat Abbas (a.s) took off his disguise. 
We should have the same courage of this man. In any war whatsoever, we should fight like our enemies are little ants. But this doesn’t mean that we should start the war, all we do is end the war. It has never been in the history of Islam that the 14 infallibles started the war. War was something that was always started by the enemies of Islam.  

Hazrat Abbas (a.s) was a man who never gave up. He always aimed toward winning and defeating the enemies. This man never lost any wars in his life before, he got martydomed in Karbala but that didn’t count as getting “defeated”. If Muslims in this time do this as well, they can be very successful and not such frightened people toward bigger armies. 
Before the death of Hazrat Abbas (a.s), he asked Imam Hussein (a.s) for three things, three wishes. One was that Hazrat Abbas (a.s) could see Imam Hussein (a.s) for one last time, because Hazrat Abbas (a.s) couldn’t see with an arrow in his eye. Secondly, he asked Imam Hussein not to take him to camp. One because Imam Hussein was already injured, two because even though he was dead he was too embarrassed to look in Sakina’s eyes because he couldn’t bring her water. Lastly he asked Imam Hussein not to let Sakina come to see his plight, because she loved him very much and she couldn’t bear to see his dead body. 

This is an example of love. Hazrat Abbas (a.s) loved Imam Hussein (a.s) so much that he wanted to see him before death. He loved Sakina so much that he did not want to torture her by seeing his dead body. Hazrat Abbas (a.s) is an example of love, pure love. His love toward others was just so beautiful. As Hazrat Abbas (a.s) proved, Islam means pure love. 

Imam Hussein (a.s) too asked Hazrat Abbas (a.s) for something. All his life, Hazrat Abbas (a.s) had called Imam Hussein (a.s) my master. Imam Hussein asked him just once to call him my brother. 

“Abbas I too have a wish to be fulfilled. Since childhood

you have always called me master. For once at least call

me brother with your dying breath” 
“My brother, My brother…” 
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