In the Name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful
Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (A.S.)
By: Reza Mansouri

10th Grade, University High School, 4771 Campus Drive, Irvine, CA 92612
"Learn, for learning is protection. Seeking knowledge is worship, studying it is glorification [of Allah], looking for it is jihad, teaching it [to others] is alms, and giving it to those who are appropriate for it is proximity [to Allah]” 

- Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (A.S.)


According to Imam al-Baqir (A.S.), there are 5 actions one can do with knowledge that are equivalent to doing a good deed. They are: seeking knowledge, studying it, looking for it, teaching it to others, and giving it to those who are appropriate for it. He also says that learning is protection. Five prayers a day and fasting in Ramadan is not enough to make us Muslims. We must also seek knowledge. Lack of knowledge causes the majority of the problems in today’s world. 

Violation of human rights occurs much easier among populations of less knowledgeable people. If the population knew their international human rights, they would struggle to gain them, making it much harder for the government, or whoever was denying their rights, to continue to deny them their international human rights. On the other hand, if the population did not know their human rights, and did nothing to find them out, those who were denying the population its rights could continue to do so much easier. Thus, learning is protection.


The Imam once said, “The scholar whose existence is fruitful and useful, his worth is more than seventy thousand worshipers”
. A worshiper, no matter how long he prays and how much he fasts, only benefits himself in the end. Of course he gets good deeds written for him, but in the end those deeds only benefit himself. A scholar, on the other hand, researches and learns many things. Then he applies this knowledge and benefits his community, his country, and sometimes even the world. Then he imparts his knowledge into others, who apply it and in turn benefit their communities, their countries, and the world. For example, Jabir ibn Hayyan was a scholar who was a student of Imam Ja'far as-Sadeq (A.S.). He made many discoveries in various fields of science, but especially chemistry. This earned him the title of “The Father of Chemistry”. His many contributions to chemistry both were practical ways to improve society at his time and also opened more branches to be researched. Not only did he advance his community, but he opened up more ways for it to be advanced. Seventy thousand worshippers could not improve the Islamic society as much as this one man. And so, one sees that indeed one fruitful and useful scholar benefits Islam more than seventy thousand worshipers.

 Merely seeking knowledge, however, is not enough. One must also study and analyze it in order to learn from it. If someone “knows” something but doesn’t understand it, there is no use to this knowledge. For example, when I was in the first grade, I barely knew how to add and subtract. One day a third grader told me, “Twelve times twelve equals one hundred and forty four”. I later asked my brother whether or not this was true, and he confirmed it. So now I knew that twelve times twelve is one forty four. But I did not understand it. I did not know what three times four was. I did not know why twelve times itself was one forty four. I did not find out until third grade, when we learned multiplication. Once I learned the why, once I understood what I knew, then I could use my knowledge. The same is true for any kind of knowledge. One must understand the knowledge by studying before it becomes practical and useful. 

Perhaps the most misunderstood term in Islam is jihad. Terrorists like Osama Bin Laden consider it to mean a “holy war” against the Western world. Because of the actions of these ignorant terrorists, the West also believes jihad means a violent war, and thus believes Islam to be a violent religion. Jihad, in fact, means holy struggle. This struggle may sometimes be external and mean a violent war; most of the time, however, it is an internal struggle between the Satan and one’s self. In fact the internal struggle is the “Jihad al-Akbar”, the bigger Jihad. Looking for knowledge is a jihad, because it is a struggle for the greater good. Knowledge does not go around looking for people. People must go around looking for knowledge. If knowledge is hard to find, one must struggle harder in order to gain the knowledge. For the struggling itself teaches and shapes a person, and is a form of knowledge.

Alms giving, or “Zakat”, is traditionally seen as giving money to the poor. However, Zakat does not refer to only money. It refers to an almost infinite amount of things. One could give money, clothing, shelter, food, directions, and information to a poor person or to a not so poor person, and it would still be considered Zakat. Giving knowledge, however, is one of the best forms of Zakat. Knowledge will never go away, while money is spent quickly. By giving a poor man knowledge, one gives him something that he will keep for the rest of his life. By giving him money, clothes, or food, one gives him something he will use or outgrow or consume quickly. Another example is a teacher schooling students. The teacher tells the students what he knows, and the students learn it and apply it. By imparting one’s knowledge, society can improve from it tenfold.


However, one cannot teach any kind of knowledge to any kind of person. One must give the knowledge to “those who are appropriate for it”
. For example, the distance between two stars probably will not help a student majoring in economics. On the other hand, it may greatly benefit an astrologer. The same is true for all kinds of knowledge. Certain knowledge in the hands of the wrong people can be a bad thing. For example, if one teaches a weapons maker how to cure an illness, that man might make a biological weapon with that knowledge and end up killing millions of people. But if one gives that knowledge to a doctor, that doctor may end up saving millions of lives. Giving the right knowledge to the right people benefits not only the Muslim world, but the entire world. Helping Allah’s servants and creations is worshipping Him, and worshipping Allah is being close to Him.

The key to solving the majority of the world’s problems is knowledge. Knowledge can stop genocide and violation of human rights. Knowledge put to good use can improve society. Understanding knowledge will allow one to use their knowledge. If so-called “extremists” had more knowledge of Islam, they would be striving for peace, rather than war, and Islam would not have such a bad reputation in the West. Knowledge can be given as alms. Knowledge given to the right person will bring one closer to Allah. Knowledge should not be taken as a given; rather, it should be valued more than money and other such worldly things. The Imam spent most of his life imparting his knowledge to the Islamic society in order for it to flourish and rise out of its position. He wanted Muslims to live free from the oppression of Hisham, the Umayyad ruler of the time. The Muslims of that time were unsuccessful in doing so. We as Muslims today must make use of our knowledge and take action against any injustice in the world, especially in the Muslim world.
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