In The Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Most Compassionate

To thee have We granted the Fount (of Abundance).

Therefore to thy Lord turn in Prayer and Sacrifice.

For he who hateth thee, he will be cut off (from Future Hope).

(Holy Qur'an 108:1-3)

The Fount of Abundance

            Where does a woman stand as the daughter of the Last Apostle of Allah (SWT), the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, and the mother of the Masters of the Youth of Paradise?  Today, one would expect a woman to be belittled among the greatest men in the history of mankind; however, that is not the case for Hazrate Fatima al-Zahra (AS), the Leader of All Women of the Universe. Since she is the Leader of All Women of the Universe, Fatima al-Zahra (AS) should serve as a role model for all women; however, men should not forget that just because she is a woman, it does not mean she cannot be a role model for all men also.  Her characteristic behaviors of being the ideal women, parent, and child can be implemented in resolving today's issues of woman's rights and the ever-expanding generation gap, which is destroying the relationship between parents and their children.

            Islam treats women as equals to men, and Fatima al-Zahra (AS) is the perfect example of gender equality.  Fatima al-Zahra (AS) was born at a time when fathers would often bury their daughters alive due to disgrace and would only accept sons as their true children; however, her relationship with the Prophet (SA) was one that could not be replicated in history. The Prophet (SA)'s love for his daughter, which included bearing witness that Fatima al-Zahra (AS) is part of him (Ordoni 43), and her reciprocal love shows how a daughter should be treated by one's parents.  The "Fount (of Abundance)", or al-Kawthar, mentioned in The Holy Qur'an clearly refers to Hazrate Fatima al-Zahra (AS).  Sura al-Kawthar denounces the former belief that sons are the only heirs to their fathers; despite being a woman, Fatima al-Zahra (AS) carried the title of Seyed to her children.  The "Future Hopes" of Prophet Muhammad (SA)'s enemies are their future generations, which Allah (SWT) cut off from them for mocking the fact that he had no living son.  However, to truly understand why Fatima al-Zahra (AS) portrays women's rights one must analyze her characteristics.  First of all, one must examine the hijab that Hazarate Fatima (AS) exhibited.  Many Muslims and non-Muslims (especially those who live in Muslim countries) regard the hijab, particularly the veil, as a symbol of oppression and a limit to their rights; however, the hijab serves as the exact opposite.  The hijab allows women to protect themselves and maintain their dignity.  Men are inclined to looking at women, and thus men often victimize women, but the hijab can help prevent men from looking at women (al-Qazwini 84).  Unfortunately, Western society promotes women the objectification of women, allowing women to be victimized by men.  As narrated by Anas ibn Malik, the Holy Prophet (SA) asked Imam Ali (AS) and several other men "What is best for women?"  Imam Ali (AS) asked Fatima al-Zahra (AS) who then replied, "It is best for them not to see men and not to let men look at them" (Ordoni 43). Clearly, the hijab is very important for women to preserve their rights.  Of course, if a parent forces his or her child to observe the hijab, she is loosing her right to choice, but if a woman chooses to observe the hijab, then she is in fact observing the right of not being objectified.  Fatima al-Zahra (AS) was also narrated to have covered her hair with the veil when a blind man entered her house, because she could still see him (Ordoni 43), which means the veil also serves as a reminder for women not to look at men.  We must not forget that the hijab must be observed by both genders; however, women's hijab is stricter because men are more inclined to look at women's hair than women are to looking at that of a man.  Second of all, many women think that dowry is a way of preserving women's rights; however, if a woman marries to receive a high dowry, or puts the husband in financial danger, that woman is using a man, which is not a right that women have (as a man does not have the right to use a woman). According to Abu Muhammad Ordoni, Ahmad Ibn Yusuf Ad-Dimashqi said in his book that Hazrate Fatima (AS) said:

"O Messenger of Allah, lay girls take money for dowries; what is the difference between me and them (if my dowry was to be money too)? I kindly ask you to give it back and supplicate to Allah, the Exalted, to make my dowry the right to intercede for the sinners among Muslims (on the Day of Rising)." It was then that Gabriel descended with a label on which the following statement was written:

'Allah ordained Fatima Zahra's dowry to be [intercession] for the sinners among Muslims.' (Ordoni 26)

Thus, a woman's dowry does not have to be a grand sum of money, and perhaps if a woman would like a more successful marriage, a more Islamic dowry such as a trip to Hajj would be wiser.  Of course, only Hazrate Fatima (AS), who is an infallible, can ask for such a wonderful dowry as the ability to intercede on our behalves. Fatima al-Zahra (AS), the mother of generations of the Ahlul Bayt, should be a role model for women to preserve their rights in a society that inadvertently limits women's rights.  Women all around the world should implement the modest and humble behavior of Fatima al-Zahra (AS).

            Fatima al-Zahra (AS) was the best child possible for Prophet Muhammad (SA), and the best mother possible for the Masters of the Youth of Paradise, and through her example we can learn how to be the best parents and children to our ability.  The Holy Prophet (SA) treated her daughter with great respect, more respect than any father showed towards their sons.  She would always care for her father and respect him dearly.  Dr. Ali Shariati said about Hazrate Fatima (AS) that, "With her pure, child-like behavior, she sympathizes with [the Holy Prophet (SA)]. It is because of this that she comes to be called umm al-abiha, the mother of her father"  (Shariati 8).  The fact that a child at her age (since she was not older than nineteen when her father passed away), could take care of her father as both a daughter and a mother is remarkable.  Children today must be reminded of Fatima al-Zahra (AS)'s respectful behavior to treat their parents with utmost respect. Many children ignorantly think that respect for one's parents was last generation's responsibility, but the Holy Qur'an and the Ahlul Bayt, particularly Fatima al-Zahra (AS), show that respecting one's parents is one of our primary duties in life. If one does not respect one's parents, one angers Allah (SWT).  If a Muslim child uses Hazrate Fatima al-Zahra as a guide to respect one's parents, non-Muslim parents will view Islam in a positive light, and realize that the generation gap can be destroyed.   Today, most teenagers are not only too irresponsible to begin their own lives and families, they are also too irresponsible to respect their own parents.  Fatima al-Zahra (AS) had her first child, Imam Hassan (AS), when she was only twelve years old, and she passed away at a young age of eighteen or nineteen.  To be "the mother of her father" and the mother of four great children in her teenage years is remarkable.  She raised her children to become the defenders of Islam, and her children showed her utmost respect.  What we must ultimately learn from this infallible woman is that it is not enough to respect one's parents when one is not married, and then take care of one's children when one is married.  When one has children, one is still in debt to one's parents, no matter how much one did to help one's parents earlier.  Destroying the generation gap, which society tries to expand, is part of our duty as Muslims.  Do the children of this generation really want their children to be more disobedient than they were as kids?  Hopefully, the answer is "No," and that will be enough motivation to remind them to respect their parents, and if their parents are happy with the obedience their children show, then those children can be great parents also, as Fatima al-Zahra (AS) was both a great daughter and a great mother.

Fatima al-Zahra (AS) is a extraordinary woman, and her characteristics are a great model in ending today’s major world issues.  She is a symbol of womanhood, motherhood, childhood, maturity, and respect, and those characteristics are ones we should never forget in our lives.  As Dr. Shariati wrote in his book, Hazrate Fatima is the daughter of the Holy Prophet (SA), the wife of the first Imam, the mother of two Imams and two great daughters, but none of these gives enough justice to Fatima al-Zahra (AS); the only way to describe Hazrate Fatima (AS)'s greatness accurately is by saying "Fatima is Fatima" (Shariati 14).  However, there is one other way to describe Hazrate Fatima al-Zahra (AS), and that is how Allah (SWT) described her in the Holy Qur'an.  Fatima al-Zahra (AS) is al-Kawthar---The Fount of Abundance---and her abundance of heavenly characteristics must be implemented to make the world a better place.
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