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In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Most Beneficent
Imam Ja'far al Sadiq (AS)
In Pursuit of Knowledge
Why do we believe in the twelve Imams (AS) as the successors of Prophet Muhammad (SA)? Imam Ali (AS) was the clear successor to the Holy Prophet (SA) as he was announced his successor at Ghadir Khumm, and Imam Hassan (AS) and Imam Hussain (AS) were his clear successors as they were his only sons. However, after Imam Hussain (AS), how does one know who was the next Imam? There were many disputes as to who was the true Imam, not just among Sunnis, but also among Shia Muslims, especially after Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS), when many Shia Muslims followed Isma'il rather than Imam Musa al-Kazim (AS) as both were sons of Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS). Two divine attributes of the Imams prove why we should believe in the Twelve Imams. These attributes are known as Nass and 'Ilm. Nass is the idea that God divinely chose the Imam and that one Imam transfers the Imammate to the next by "an explicit designation" [1].  'Ilm refers to a special body of knowledge that only the twelve Imams hold and is passed from one Imam to the next before his death. Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS) presented these two important attributes of the Immamate, and because of his contributions to the understanding of the Immamate, believers of the twelve Imams are known as Ja'fari Shia Muslims. Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS) clearly exhibits and relays the body of knowledge captured in the divine concept of 'Ilm. Imam Jafar al-Sadiq's body of knowledge and determination for mankind to pursue knowledge are important characteristics that will allow us to resolve issues that are holding back Ja'fari Shia Muslims from their true potential.
Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS) was the founder of a flourishing religious and scientific school, which presents both his knowledge and the importance of seeking knowledge. Over four
thousand students are reported to have learned at his scientific school [2]. First of all, Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq had divine knowledge of the Qur'an and theology that he taught to some extent to his students. Under the concept of 'Urn, which Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (AS) presented, the Imams comprehend four levels of meaning of the Holy Qur'an, which include the esoteric meaning of the Qur'an, the Haqiqat, or divine reality [3]. Most of the Imam's knowledge of theology has been presented to us through various sources of hadith, since he is the Imam with more hadith (including hadith he accredits to his predecessors) than any other Imam and even the Prophet himself. A book written by Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS), Lantern of the Path, is one of many books containing the many hadith of the Imam. These include various hadith about religious matters such as recitation of the Qur'an, for which the Imam says:
Therefore recite it in an orderly manner and contemplatively and adhere to the limits of His promise and His threat. Reflect on its examples and warnings. Beware of paying undue respect to the recitation of its letters while failing to observe the legal limits contained therein [4].
There are also hadith, which we may benefit from regarding daily routines such as brushing ones teeth and even walking, which we follow every day, but never think about their significance. Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq's knowledge also extends to many sciences and many of his sayings include knowledge that scientists did not understand until many years later, and perhaps many concepts that Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS) referred to are still being discovered today as is with the knowledge inscribed within the Holy Qur'an. The Great Muslim Scientist and Scholar is an English translation of what was originally a French thesis written by the Research Committee of Strasbourg, France and is a compilation of sayings and examples from Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq's life in which he exhibits extraordinary scientific and philosophical knowledge. In the book the
Imam was reported to have said when he was only twelve years old, "I wonder how a man like Aristotle could say that in the world there are only four elements - Earth, Water, Fire, and Air. The Earth is not an element. It contains many elements. Each metal, which is in the Earth, is an element" [5]. It was not until the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries when lists of several modern elements were postulated and the theory of the four elements was refuted. In fact Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq's own student, Jabir ibn Hayyan, or Gebber, postulated that metals were formed from sulfur and mercury, which was an important step in the discovery of various elements in later centuries [6]. The book also reports that the Imam stated we are made up of the Earth and hence we consist of what the Earth consists of. He also stated "all elements are not in the same proportion. Four elements are in very large quantity, eight elements in small quantities and eight elements in minute quantities" [5]. It was not until the eighteenth century that this proportion was found in the human body with oxygen, hydrogen, carbon, and nitrogen as the four elements in large quantities, which we now know are the basis of almost all organic compounds. These are only two of many scientific discoveries that were reported by the Imam centuries before their discovery by western scientists. Muslims can use this knowledge and the knowledge of the Qur'an to understand many scientific discoveries before western scientists discover them. However after Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS) and some of his direct disciples such as Gebber, Muslim scientists have not played a great role in modern scientific discoveries which evidently the Imams knew of 1300 years ago. As I mentioned earlier most of the Imam's knowledge is presented through his hadith, and many of his hadith are about the importance of knowledge itself, and the importance of Muslims seeking knowledge.
One of the greatest problems with Muslim youth today is that we do not seek knowledge because we do not value it.   As Shia Ja'fari Muslims we must value Imam Ja'far al Sadiq's
values. The Imam puts emphasis on seeking knowledge in any situation when he says, "Seek knowledge even if you sacrifice your hearts and cover the depth of the sea" [1]. First of all, we must seek knowledge of the Quran, our Imams, and our religion. Now, more than ever, acquiring knowledge is easy—with access to the internet, online books can be easily found and religious scholars can be accessed by e-mail. Websites such as al-Islam.org contain translations of many Shia Islamic books, including books of hadith such as Lantern of the Path. However, unfortunately, Shia Muslims lack the quantity of books that Sunni Muslims have, which is why as the new generation of Shia Muslims, youth must acquire knowledge and begin compiling their own books. Special programs are also available for youth to acquire knowledge of the Quran. For example. The Qur'anic Academy is being established to allow Shia Muslim youth to learn multiple levels of meaning of the Qur'an in Qom, Iran [7]. However, knowledge of our religion alone will still leave us ignorant of other religions. As Muslims it is our due to research and understand other religions such as Christianity and Judaism to truly understand why we follow Islam and to not appear ignorant when discussing religion with brothers and sisters of other faiths. Furthermore, we must acquaint ourselves with science and philosophy since the Imams were great scientists and philosophers and taught such subjects to their students. Unfortunately, many scientists are atheists or agnostics and lack a true understanding of the Universe and creation. As Muslims, we can have the greatest understanding of science, because we have the Qur'an and the Ahlul Bayt. Regrettably, many do acquire knowledge but do not apply it. Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (AS) says: "The knowledge which is not put into practice is like the treasure from which (nothing) is spent. (The person) makes himself tired through collecting it (the treasure) while he does not avail himself of it" [2]. Also obtaining knowledge is the duty of Muslims. Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS) said, "Knowledge is the basis of every sublime state and the
culmination of every high station. That is why the Holy Prophet said, 'It is the duty of every Muslim, man and woman, to seek knowledge,' that is, the knowledge of precaution (taqwa) and certainty" [3]. Therefore, one should not boast one's knowledge—one should use it to get closer to the creator, Allah (SWT). The Imam said "And do not seek knowledge for three (things): for dissembling, for boasting, and for disputing" [2]. If we seek knowledge keeping all these pieces of advice in mind we will get closer to Allah (SWT), which is our ultimate goal in this life. Furthermore, Muslims will be regarded as knowledgeable and honorable individuals, and people will begin to dismiss prejudiced stereotypes about Muslims, and perhaps many non-Muslims will read the Quran and research the lives of the Imams to find the true origins of modern science and philosophy.
We must use the hadith and sayings of Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (AS) in our daily lives, especially in our efforts to seek knowledge. The Qur an and the Ahlul Bayt are our guiding lights and absolute source of knowledge. To become closer to Allah (SWT) we must get closer to the Ahlul Bayt, and to do so let us ponder on this statement of the Imam:
"If the man of you becomes pious in his religion, becomes truthful in his speech, pays the trust, behaves in a good manner towards people, it will be said that such a person is Ja'fari. Such qualities of his please me; otherwise displeases me. And it will be said that these are JaTar's manners."
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