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The barrage of social, economic, political and environmental threats facing humanity in the dawn of the twenty first century are enormous. These alarming issues are increasing at a rapid pace on a global scale and pose serious challenges to the mere existence of mankind. Today’s global issues are the byproducts of global capitalism, post Victorian Industrial Revolution, extreme nationalistic ideologies and an impotent Islam. Negligence and the spread of the above phenomenon have contributed to crimes against humanity, unfair distribution of wealth, prevalence of immorality, increasing levels of famine, financial hegemony, factionalism between different ethnicities, use of terrorism by radical groups, rise of religious fundamentalism, deterioration of natural environment and the widening gap of social inequalities. Historically, these destructive issues have contributed to social unrest, collapse of empires and dynasties. 
Unfortunately, the first Muslim dynasty 661-750, Umayyad was infested with many social, political, economical and theological issues that are also present in today’s society. The Umayyad dynasty was technically formed during the reign of Uthman ibn
 Affan, the third  Righteous Caliph
. Uthman ibn Affan 644-655 placed kinsmen to the strategic posts of the administration. Muawiya ibn Abu Sufyan, Uthman’s paternal cousin “was appointed the governor of Syria.”
 Today’s Middle Eastern nations are also suffering from similar practices. After Uthman’s assassination Muawiya refused to accept Ali ibn Abu Talib as the Muslim caliph
. In 658 the Syrians acknowledged Muawiya as their caliph and gained control of Egypt. In 661, Ali's ibn Abu Talib was assassinated by Abdul Rahman ibn Muljim and subsequently, Iraq was integrated into Muawiya’s political sphere. Muawiya slowly and cunningly established himself as the sole caliph. Unfortunately, assassination of opposing political figures are still practiced at a global level, in today’s Middle East.
During Muawiya’s reign 661-680 “Damascus became the capital of the Muslim dynasty.”
 Muawiya assembled a trained army which was used in Islam’s two front expansions. The eastern front expansion was into the Sassinian Empire territory and western front expansion was into the North Africa and Anatolia regions. He incorporated the administration infrastructure left behind by the Persian and Byzantine empires. Muawiya strengthened his authority by appointing kinsmen to the administration and chose his son Yazid ibn Muawiya as the succeeding caliph. This act introduced the dynastic succession to Islam which as become a token of criticism towards today’s Muslim nations.  
Yazid's short reign 680-683 was marked by corrupt internal policies and deviation of Islamic principles similar to many of the current Muslim nations. Behaviors such as, inhumane treatment of the Prophet Muhammad’s
 progeny, the destructive civil wars which divided the Muslim community, the financial abuses at the highest circles of the administration and the enforcement of these unlawful policies eventually contributed to the massive social unrests of that era and the present times. Rebellions led by Hussein ibn Ali at Karbala and “Ibn al- Zubayr at Mecca,”
 both of whom refused to recognize Yazid's immoral regime. Later the revolts in Iraq by Al-Mukhtar and Al-Tawaboon occurred attempting to remedy the errors of the administration and to topple it.
The socio-political and religious conflicts during the Umayyad era resulted to the assassination of some key Muslim figures and unfortunately, recent history has also witnessed similar tactics across the Muslim nations. For Example, the two beloved grandsons of Prophet Muhammad, Imam
 Hassan
 and Imam Hussein
 were both murdered and they were earth-shattering losses. The Machiavellian
 policies of the Umayyad dynasty and their cruel treatments of the citizens especially the Prophet’s household became prevalent throughout the dynasty. These types of socio-political and religious oppressiveness ignited the revivalist movements throughout the dynasty. The goal of these movements was to keep Islam’s true principles illuminated from the heresy rulers. Most of these movements were awakened by passionate speeches of Ali ibn Hussein. 
The objective of this paper is to analyze the illustrious career of Ali ibn Hussein who lived most of his life during the Umayyad dynasty. Examine the tactics and strategies Ali ibn Hussein used in dealing with the socio-economic, political and theological dilemmas posed during his life time. Finally, determine if his resolutions can be implemented in today’s world and whether it can be helpful towards solving some of current major issues.  

Ali ibn Hussein also known as Ali Sajjad
 and Zayn al-Abidin
 was the son of the third Imam, Hussein ibn Ali. His mother was Shar Banu the daughter of the Sassanian emperor, Yazdigard III. Ali ibn Hussein’s eventful life can be divided and analyzed into two distinct parts. The first part of his life encapsulates the key events that occurred prior to becoming the Imam and second part of his life entails the developments that occurred after he became the Imam. Both parts offer valuable lessons that can be applied toward today’s issues.
The major events prior to becoming the Imam in the young life of Ali ibn Hussein were the assassination of his iconic grandfather Imam Ali ibn Abu Talib, learning Islamic theology, history and ethics mainly from his father, uncle and the rest of the Prophet’s household. The accumulation of this knowledge shaped and molded his personality for the remainder of his biological life. During his early teenage years his eldest and respected uncle, Imam Hassan was poisoned, this was a devastating loss not only to the Prophet’s family but also to the entire Muslim community.  Later in his teenage years he married his cousin, Fatima, the daughter of Imam Hassan. About a year later a baby boy named Muhammad Al-Baaqir
 was born, who later became a prestigious scholar under the guidance of Ali ibn Hussein and the succeeding Imam. 
The turning point of Ali ibn Hussein’s life takes place while accompanying his clan and close companion on their mission to reach Kufa
. Imam Hussein’s caravan never reached Kufa because they were besieged at Karbala
 to either accept the tyrannical government or face death. Imam Hussein never gave his allegiance to the corrupt administration and therefore, the seventy two male supporters of Imam Hussein were massacred at Karbala. During the battle his father, brothers, several uncles and many of his cousins were murdered. But, Ali ibn Hussein “was the only son of Imam Hussein to survive [the massacre] because of severe illness,”
 was physically unable to take part in the battle. It was during this day, the tenth day of Muharram, the day of Aushora, when Ali ibn Hussein was announced as the next noble Imam by his courageous father, Imam Hussein.
The tragic assassinations of Ali ibn Abu Talib, Imam Hassan and the massacre of loved ones at Karbala taught Ali ibn Hussein important lessons in life that can also be applied in today’s world such as, the virtue of patience, power of faithfulness and the influence of education. Similar to today’s Middle Eastern governments, the ruling administration during most of Ali ibn Hussein’s life did not always portray Islamic values. The administration was willing to use deceitful means to achieve their socio-political agendas at the expense of Islam. For example, the administration used fabricated Hadiths
 to support injustice behaviors. Also, Ali ibn Abu Talib was being referred to as foreigner or wrong doers during the Friday congregational prayers. Ali ibn Hussein displayed great patience by not being confrontational and trying to coexist while focusing on his master plan. He faced oppression, intimidation and propaganda from the government but, always remained loyal to Islam and became even more pious by every assault. Part of Ali ibn Hussein’s master plan was to enlighten and educate the masses with the true message of Islam by offering love and kindness rather than militarily resisting the government and this important lesson can help today’s Muslim communities.
The second part of Ali ibn Hussein’s life starts in his early twenties after the massacre of Karbala. Following the battle the newly designated Imam along with the womenfolk were first sent to Kufa as captives to face Ibn Ziyad. Then, “the physically, emotionally and psychologically [exhausted Prophet’s progeny] was then sent to Damascus to face Yazid.”
 At both encounters with his adversaries Imam Ali ibn Hussein stood firm by defending himself and his father’s actions by reciting the related verses of the Quran
 and Hadith. While at Damascus the Imam spent a brief period in imprisonment before being released and sent to Medina. Yazid’s court decided not to charge the Imam with death penalty because he wanted to sooth public opinion. 
Imam Ali ibn Hussein upon returning to Medina breaks the shocking news of Karbala and decides to go into a temporarily seclusion soon after to focus on his master plan. The horrific news of Karbala sent shockwaves throughout the Muslim community and caused an up roar. The public animosity grew very intense and the desire to revolt and topple the Umayyad dynasty was now set in motion. Imam Ali ibn Hussein was a diligent leader “who held contacts with the community elites on religious matters and points of social importance.”
 His speeches exposed the anti Islamic flaws of the Umayyad policies that ignited the revival movements. 
Imam Ali ibn Hussein spent most of his time in excessive worship which earned him the revered title of Sajjad or the jewel of worshippers. Despite the tragedies brought upon him, Imam remained focused on his master plan and his polite character was not shaken. His greatest lesson to humanity was to practice and preach love for one another. Imam knew that kindness in both actions and words coupled with unconditional love were the forces that would bring people together and resolve their conflicts. 
Imam remained friendly to his adversaries such as Marwan and
 he even welcomed and feed them at his home. He never restrained from helping the poor, helped the orphans and widows especially during the month of fasting, Ramadan. He carried a bag of food and flour on his back and delivered it to the door steps of the needy and regularly donated his clothes. Imam purchased “a large number of slaves, almost matching the number his grandfather, Imam Ali,”
 with his extra money and provided clothes, food, educated and liberated them. With this methodical strategy he built a base of scholars which included some former slaves, Imam Muhammad Al-Baaqir, and the young but brilliant Imam Jaffir Al-Sadiq
 to spread the genuine teachings of Islam. His teaching emphasized topics such as love, human rights, prayers, dignity, justice, and righteousness that are documented in his writings.
 Among the significant scholarly contributions of the Imam is a book he authored called Sahifah Sajjadiyah. It consists of fifty seven inspirational prayers also known as the Psalm of the household of the Prophet. The main theme of these prayers is the remembrance of the Creator, hope, fear, thankfulness, devotion, love and mediation. A great contribution of Imam was composing prayers and asking God to weaken the adversaries of Islam. These prayers also increased the awareness of the public about the omnificent of God when they were recited in his melodic voice. Imam Ali ibn Hussein also wrote the Epistle of rights and obligations of man
 which focused on human rights issues and awakened the masses about their duties towards God. One of Imam Ali ibn Hussein’s main lessons was the concept of love, dignity and kindness within the human society. This simple and effective behavior proved to be very successful during his lifetime.
Another main contribution of the Imam was the rejection of fabricated Hadiths and propaganda that circulated within the Muslim community during his life. Imam referred to the writing of Imam Ali ibn Abu Talib, Saheefa of Ali
. The noble Imam pointed out the erroneous behaviors such as taunting the Propeht’s household especially Imam Ali ibn Abu Talib. He criticized the wrongful doings of the pre-Islamic era such as superstitious beliefs in magic and voodoo. Imam spoke against cultural practices that were contaminating the Islamic society such as greed and extreme lavish life styles. He urged the public to distinguish between Islam and these erroneous behaviors. 
In conclusion, despite the political turbulence and unsettled social conditions that was prevalent throughout Imam Ali ibn Hussein’s life. The lessons learned from his illustrious career can be applied in our times. The importance of being diligent, methodical, unnoticeable determination to remain patient, pious, educating people, building a base of piety minded community and teaching Islam.  The Imam committed himself to pointing out the pre-Islamic practices that the heresy caliphs introduced, wrote the Sahifah Sajjadiyah and Epistle of rights and obligations of man. Imam Ali ibn Hussein’s master plan proved to be extremely successful. The execution of his plan took the latter half of his biological life. 
Before his death, Imam Ali ibn Hussien designated the Imamate to his son Muhammad Al-Baaqir.  Ali ibn Hussien died in 712 AD, “after thirty five years of Imamate”
 and was buried in Medina close to Imam Hassan’s burial site. 
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� The Righteous Caliphs were: Abu Bakr 632-634. Omar ibn al-Khattabl 634-644, Uthman ibn Affan 644-656, Ali ibn Abu Talib 656-661.


� Hashim Pp. 11


� Caliph is the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_state" \o "Head of state" �head of state� in a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caliphate" \o "Caliphate" �Caliphate�, and the title for the leader of the Islamic � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ummah" \o "Ummah" �Ummah�, or global Islamic nation


� Hashim, Pp. 12


� Muhammad � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ibn" \o "Ibn" �ibn� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abd_Allah_ibn_%27Abd_al-Muttalib" \o "Abd Allah ibn 'Abd al-Muttalib" �Abd-Allāh� was the founder of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam" \o "Islam" �Islam� and is regarded by � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim" \o "Muslim" �Muslims� as the last messenger and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophet" \o "Prophet" �prophet� of God.  Muslims do not believe that he was the creator of a new religion, but the restorer of the original, uncorrupted monotheistic faith of Adam, Abraham and others. They see him as the last and the greatest in a series of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophets_of_Islam" \o "Prophets of Islam" �prophets�.
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� An imam is an � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam" \o "Islam" �Islamic� leader, often the leader of a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosque" \o "Mosque" �mosque�. The Shi'a believes that an Imam is someone who is able to lead mankind in all aspects of life. In addition, Shi'a believes that an Imam is a perfect example in everything. According to the Shi'a, an Imam is a leader who must be followed since he is appointed by � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allah" \o "Allah" �Allah� (God). � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad" \o "Muhammad" �Muhammad� informed that the number of Imams after him would be twelve, as the compilers of Sahih Hadith have narrated it.


� Hassan is the first grandson of Prophet Muhammad. He was the eldest son of Imam Ali and the second Imam of the twelver Shias.


� Hussein is the second grandson of Prophet Muhammad. He was the second eldest son of Imam Ali and the third Imam of the twelver Shias.


� Machiavellianism is primarily the term some social and personality � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychology" \o "Psychology" �psychologists� use to describe a person's tendency to deceive and manipulate others for personal gain.


� The prostrating Imam


� Jewel of the Worshippers


� Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir was the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shia_Imams" \o "Shia Imams" �fifth Shi’a Imam�. His father was Imam � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ali_ibn_Hussayn" \o "Ali ibn Hussayn" �Ali ibn Hussein� and his mother was the daughter of Imam � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hassan_ibn_Ali" \o "Hassan ibn Ali" �Hassan ibn Ali� (second Shi’a Imam), and her name was Fatima bint Hassan ibn Ali. He is highly respected by Muslims for his religious knowledge and Islamic scholarship.


� Kufa is a city in modern � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq" \o "Iraq" �Iraq�, about 170 km south of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baghdad" \o "Baghdad" �Baghdad�, and 10 km northeast of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Najaf" \o "Najaf" �Najaf�. It is located on the banks of the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euphrates_River" \o "Euphrates River" �Euphrates River�.


� Karbala is a city in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq" \o "Iraq" �Iraq�, located about 100 km southwest of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baghdad" \o "Baghdad" �Baghdad�. In the time of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Husayn_ibn_Ali" \o "Husayn ibn Ali" �Hussein ibn Alī�'s life, the place was also known as al-Ghadiriyah. � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiah_Islam" \o "Shiah Islam" �Shi'a� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim" \o "Muslim" �Muslims� consider Karbala to be one of their holiest cities after � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Makkah" \o "Makkah" �Mecca�, Medina, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem" \o "Jerusalem" �Jerusalem� and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Najaf" \o "Najaf" �Najaf�. The city is best known as the location of the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Karbala" \o "Battle of Karbala" �Battle of Karbala�.
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� Hadith are oral traditions relating to the words and deeds of Prophet � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad" \o "Muhammad" �Muhammad�


� Hashim Pp. 20


� Quran is the central � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_text" \o "Religious text" �religious text� of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam" \o "Islam" �Islam�. Revealed to � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad" \o "Muhammad" �Muhammad� over a period of twenty-three years.
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� Marwan was a prominent member of the Umayyad dynasty who fought against Imam Ali, suggested the idea of assassinating Imam Hussain. 
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� Jaffir Al-Sadiq is the sixth noble Imam. Ja'far Al-Sadiq became well versed in Islamic sciences, including � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadith" \o "Hadith" �Hadith�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunnah" \o "Sunnah" �Sunnah�, and the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quran" \o "Quran" �Quran�. In addition to his knowledge of Islamic sciences, Ja'far Al-Sadiq was also an adept in natural sciences, mathematics, philosophy, astronomy, anatomy and chemistry


� Imam Ali Sajjad divided man’s responsibilities into five categories. 


Allah’s rights on man, covering a wide range of prerogatives.


Rights of body and soul


Rights of family members


Rights of those superior to one or dependant on one


Rights of neighbors and friends, not excluding the non-Muslims.


� Contained unchanged Hadiths. 
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