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              Nothing I say can serve as a truly appropriate introduction for a discussion of Hazrat Fatimah’s (SA) most symbolic traits, from her vast bounty of them. The entire capacity of the infallible piety of she whose anger “Allah becomes wrathful for” and whose pleasure “Allah is pleased at” is beyond our comprehension; however, we must do our best to study, understand, and model ourselves after Ahlul Bayt in order to benefit ourselves as well as contribute to the progress of society as a whole.    
             Of all of Hazrat Fatimah Al-Zahra’s (SA) bountiful virtues, the most trademark features of her character were, beyond any doubt, her phenomenal generosity and modesty. I found that the incredible altruism distinctive to the progeny of Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) is perhaps most exemplified in Lady Fatimah (SA). Instead of exploiting her elite status with the Prophet (SAAW) to demand favors and gifts from those around her, she provided for anyone and everyone in need that came her way. Her infinite charity is mind-boggling when contrasted to the gluttonous, cutthroat principles of the contemporary economy. Imam Hussain (AS) tells us: 

                             “She [Hazrat Fatimah] was continuously kneeling and performing 

                              prostration till the dawn broke. I would hear her pray for the faithful 

                              men and women, but she did not at all pray for herself. I said, ‘Oh 

                              mother why did you not pray for yourself like you prayed for others?’ 

                              so she replied, ‘Oh my son, first thy neighbor and there after your own 

                              house.” 
Even in her prayers, perhaps the only things one is truly entitled to, she magnanimously puts others before herself. Lady Fatimah (SA) is truly a timeless example of humanity whose humility and charity could serve as splendid guides in the journeys of our lives. On the day of her wedding, an impoverished woman asked for some clothes. Lady Fatimah (SA) had only two dresses in her possession: her wedding gown, and an old dress. Without hesitation, Hazrat Fatimah (SA) gave her the new gown she was to wear at her wedding, which I found miraculous. Even on her wedding day, the colossal celebration every young girl fantasizes about, Lady Fatimah (SA) resolutely placed others before herself. When it was Lady Fatimah’s (SA) rightful and well-deserved chance to think solely of herself, she humbly preferred to think of others, even when they were perfect strangers!!  I began to understand the significance of the dress Lady Fatimah (SA) gave up unhesitatingly to the poor woman in dire need. Muslim or not, that poor woman would remember the actions of Hazrat Fatimah Al-Zahra (SA) as the actions of a Muslim.  Not only did Lady Fatimah clothe someone deprived, but she also promoted the good reputation of her faith and her community. By learning how to sacrifice something dear to us for someone who needs it even more, we better understand their suffering and also better appreciate what we may have taken for granted before. Modesty helps warm the heart to the art of generosity, which in turn cultivates love for others, and helps bring about a stronger bond between mankind as a whole. Love of that sort can grow and amount from a kind action to a treaty between nations; it can be issued to amend drastic problems in today’s world, such as terrorism. Obviously, hatred and violence will do nothing to thwart terrorism; how should more blistering gunfire bring an end to senseless killing? Learning to love one another, which stems from modesty and generosity, will end terrorism much more efficiently. By sparing pointless bloodshed and allowing the entirety of humanity to move on from scars of the past, we will slowly but surely treat the epidemic of terrorism. 
            Hadrat Fatimah Al-Zahra (SA) was also known to eagerly promote the pursuit of knowledge. Once, a weak, old woman was confused about several different religious matters, and because of her sickly constitution, sent her daughter repeatedly to ask Lady Fatimah questions. At last, the daughter presented Lady Fatimah with one more question from her mother before saying:

                “I shall not inconvenience you any more, O’ daughter of the Messenger of 
                 Allah (SAAW).” 
Lady Fatimah (SA) responded:

                “Ask me regarding anything which comes to your mind… My reward for 

                 answering every inquiry is more than that which fills the space between the 

                 ground and the throne with pearls; thus, I should be more apt to answer your 

                 questions, for surely I heard my father say ‘When scholars… are gathered on 

                 the day of resurrection, they will be bestowed with garments of honor equal in 

                 quantity to their knowledge and struggle to guide the worshippers of Allah 

                 (SWT), up to the point that anyone of them will be gifted with one million 

                 garments of light.” 

She (S.A.) spoke of the rewards in the afterlife of acquiring wisdom, as well as the immediate necessity of acquiring wisdom for the Islamic identity as a whole. This struck a chord with me as a student, because as I’ve been reminded many times, the one who studies hard graduates from a prestigious college and becomes successful. Yet I had never even considered it to be a religious duty.  Nonetheless, Lady Fatimah Al-Zahra (SA) is noted to have stated “O’ Muslims! How can you reach destination from the black and white [mere letters] of Quran unless there be an enlightened, chaste and well-informed scholar.” Clearly, this proves that to be a good Muslim one must strive to learn as well as adhere to ritualistic obligations; ambition and a thirst for knowledge are just as imperative to Islam as faith and devotion. One needs both to succeed in life, and it is in this light that Hadrat Fatimah, echoing several other members of Ahlul Bayt, including Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) himself, praised and recommended toiling to gather knowledge. Just as ablution is a necessary refinement for one’s body, so too is studying a necessary refinement for one’s mind.  Its effects are certain: a polished education makes for a more sophisticated individual, one who is better fit to contribute to the development of society as a whole. How else are the trivial biases and bigotries born of ignorance supposed to be eliminated? How can we establish any love for one another when we know nothing about anyone else except for the scant slivers of information amassed from random sources? Only by reading, and studying, and learning, can we ever hope to understand anyone else, and thus work to eliminate the faulty misconceptions that blemish our world today. If we are free to think without the hindrance of sciolism, we can better work to achieve universal human rights. Proper education not only purges us of prejudice but also helps to further humanity as a whole, and a key example of this is the Islamic Renaissance: an epic period of unrivaled advancement in every field from physics to philosophy. In fact, Ahlul Bayt were one of the first to establish legislation to preserve religious tolerance. Because their followers were well educated, they had matured to a state of being that was far above any petty bigotries that ignorance fosters. The esscence of globalization, market economies, diploma-issuing unversities, the modern scientific method, and philosophical theology can be traced to the efforts of the pioneering Muslim scientists of the Islamic Golden Age. What virtue other than a dilgent thirst for knowledge could have possibly allowed Islam to boast Geber, the Father of Chemistry; Ibn al-Haytham, the Father of Optics; Abu al-Qasim, the Father of modern Surgery; Al-Razi, the Father of Pediatrics; Ibn seena, the Father of modern Medicine; Ibn al-Nafis, the Father of Circulatory Physiology; Al-Biruni, the Father of Geodesy; Al-Khawarizmi, the Father of Algebra; Ibn Khaldun, the Father of Demography; and Al-Jazari, the Father of modern Engineering, amongst countless other geniuses? It was by following Hadrat Fatimah Al-Zahra’s (SA) example of vigorous pursuit of intellectual activity that Islam flourished in its Golden Age, and lead the world into a grand new era of advancements. Hadrat Fatimah glorified rigorous studying with conviction and for a reason. Education broadens the mind’s horizons; it works to eradicate discrimination, assure human rights, and establish love for one another. It opens up opportunities to which the possibilities for the enhancement of mankind are endless. 
                  Despite her incredible virtues, Lady Fatimah’s (SA) most pivotal accomplishment was establishing the woman’s crucial role in Islam. Where Arabic custom demanded a social order dominated by men, Lady Fatimah (SA) carved a specific and significant niche for women. Just as the Jihad for men is a struggle against oppression, the Jihad for women is a struggle of endurance. Hadrat Fatimah (SA) had to cope with a wide spectrum of hardship from her earliest days. As a mere child, she experienced firsthand the oppression and persecution of her fellow Muslims at the hands of the Quraysh. She was deprived of the boundless affection only a mother’s heart can provide when her revered mother, Lady Khadija (AS), died during Lady Fatimah’s (SA) early childhood. In times of war, she would tend to the wounds of the Prophet (SAAW) as well as wash Imam Ali’s (AS) bloodied sword. In every instance of difficulty she was presented with, Hadrat Fatimah (SA) would always bear her suffering with an unbelievable degree of patience. As was established before, she preferred to toil with her own hands instead of abusing her status as the Prophet’s (SAAW) daughter to usurp fortune and treasure that would have made her life otherwise easier tenfold. She tolerated poverty, and discrimination, and brutality, and loneliness, without the slightest deterioration of her character, and that is the exact reason why she was chosen to be among the four exalted women of this world, and from them, the “Mistress of all women, from the beginning, to the end”.  It was her remarkable patience that enabled her to achieve such astounding prestige. In Islam, women and men aren’t equal: perfectly understandable, because that would be like comparing apples to oranges. Their roles, duties, and responsibilities are entirely different because their capabilities are entirely different. Hadrat Fatimah (AS) showed us that the woman’s proper place in Islam is in the service of her family. She is the heart, core, and basis of the household; without her to see to it that everything is operating smoothly, domestic life would surely collapse. Logically, if a mother isn’t there to see to it that her children are raised properly they’ll have no motivation to learn the difference between right and wrong. The family would be ruined, and the children could very well grow up to wreak havoc elsewhere. Hadrat Fatimah (SA) showed the woman’s elevated position in Islam by proving that the Jihad of men and women are each very different, and that neither one is better than the other since both are vital to the survival and progress of mankind.
                  The early death of Lady Fatimah Al-Zahra (SA) was a terrible misfortune to the Muslims. However, in her short eighteen years, she managed to bring about a legacy unprecedented. She was a remarkable wakening to the patriarchal chauvinists of Arab society by demonstrating that women, too, served their own form of Jihad, though it may not be clashing swords in a raging battlefield. She reinforced the fundamental notions of Islam through her extraordinary conduct and functioned as a miracle to testify to reputation of her elite status. It was she that showed me that mere prayer, fasting, and zakat mean nothing without the intentions behind them; that rather, they would serve as hollow symbols of what was meant to be righteousness. Performing that which is obligated of you simply because it is an obligation is adequate, but nothing remarkable. For instance, what does it matter if you give up two dollars when you have two million? But if you give up even a dime, when it’s all you have and when you truly intend to sacrifice it for the benefit of others, the pure intention behind it is more than enough to suffice for the physical amount. Lady Fatimah Al-Zahra (SA) also proved that gaining knowledge is just as much of a sacred responsibility of every Muslim as heeding the Adhan and praying at the five times of day. Honing one’s mind consequently brings about a heightened awareness of the world around him or her, and hence helps to abolish unfounded discrimination. In essence, we can find the solutions to all major problems plaguing the world today in the actions of Lady Fatimah Al-Zahra (SA), not to mention the rest of Ahlul Bayt; the only trick, is implementing their lessons. 
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